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Course Title: London: Experiencing the Global City  
Course Code: LONS SOCG 285 
Subject: Geography, Sociology, Urban Studies 
Credits: 4 
Semester/Term: ☒ Semester                                 

☐ J-Term                                              
☐ Summer                                       

  
Course Description: London is the undisputed cultural, economic and political capital of the UK, and yet 

it is a notably global city increasingly adrift from the rest of the country. Through 
field studies and small-group discussion, this class allows students to directly 
experience the contradictory dynamics of global London in contemporary Britain.  

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
Ackroyd, P. (2001). London: The Biography. London: Prestige. ISBN: 978-
0099422587; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Reflective critical analysis 40% 
2. Visual analysis 20%   
3. Presentation 10%  
4. Final Exam 20% 
5. Participation & Class Discussion 10% 

Total  100% 
 
Reflective critical analysis  [40 %] 
Students will post four 500-600 critical reflections to the course blog.  Centered on 
field studies, students will respond to prompts listed on CANVAS. While there is a 
prompt for each topic, students are able to select which prompts they respond to 
and submit at any time. Students are permitted to submit more than four entries 
and select the best four at the end of the course. 
  
These reflections will be based on field studies and seminar discussions and will 
demonstrate a critical understanding of key course ideas and how they influence 
your experiences in London.  
 
Prompts and instructions for accessing the blog will be distributed during the first 
class. 
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Visual analysis [20 %] 
For this assessment students will critically analyze a photo they have taken during a 
field study, or during an independent experience, using two of the course topics.  
The assessment can be completed at any time during the course and is submitted 
by uploading it to the course blog and notifying the lecturer. (1,000 words) 
  
Presentation [10%] 
Working in small groups, students will begin designated classes by presenting on 
the field studies undertaken during the previous week. In particular students will 
focus on how the ideas discussed in the readings and the class discussion could be 
used to understand their experiences during the field study from the previous 
week. 

Final exam [20%] 
A final exam will be held during exam week. This exam will focus on bringing course 
ideas together and will consider a specific case study. 
 

Learning Outcomes 
and/or Expected 
Student 
Competencies and 
Assessment 
Measures: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
Course Requirement that will be used 
to assess the student’s achievement 
of this outcome 

Analyze the dynamics of cultural and 
social life in London 

Reflective critical analysis, visual 
analysis, presentation, exam. 

Analyze field study explorations of 
London. 

Reflective critical analysis, visual 
analysis, presentation. 

Articulate assessments in written, 
verbal and visual arguments. 

Reflective critical analysis, visual 
analysis, presentation, exam. 

 

Course Outline:  
Session Topic Field study 
Session 1  Introduction to London as a 

global city 
Millennium Bridge 

Session 2 London: Heart of Empire The Royal Parks 
Session 3 London in the American century: 

The 51st State? 
The West End 

Session 4 Coming to the motherland: 
Migrant diasporas 

Brixton 
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Session 5 Is London British? 
Multiculturalism and nationhood 

Brick Lane Curry (evening field 
study) 

Session 6 Alternative London: Creativity, 
deviance and diversity 

Camden 

Session 7 Innovative London: The 
commodification of subversion 

King’s Cross and Shoreditch 

Session 8 Invisible power: The City of 
London 

The City of London 

Session 9 Whose London? Gentrification 
and regeneration 

Shepherds’ Bush Market 

Session 10 Inequality and opportunity: 
Social class and the super class 

Kensington Palace Gardens 

Session 11 Future challenges: The Green city 
in the digital age 

The Science Museum 

Session 12 Presentations and course 
summary 

 

 

Other Policies: Expectations 
Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for 
classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and 
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the 
course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for 
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions 
are expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or 
through Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is 
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use 
of resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students 
caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the 
falsification or creation of data, research or resources to support academic 
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submissions, and cause for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the 
program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements 
can be made.  

Prerequisites: None. 
Country and 
Program 
Connection: 

Using experiential learning methods, this course allows students to immerse 
themselves in London through field studies, readings and seminar style discussions. 

  


	Final exam [20%]A final exam will be held during exam week. This exam will focus on bringing course ideas together and will consider a specific case study.

