
 
Course Title: The Greek Key: Unlocking Athens 
Course Code: GREA GRCU 110 
Subject: Sociology, Cultural Studies 
Credits: 3 
Semester/Term: ☒ Semester  

☐ J-Term  
☐ Summer  

  
Course Description: A semester long exploration of Athens, this vigorous course takes an innovative and             

hands-on approach to modern day Athens as it challenges you to explore the many              
layers of this unique city.  
 
Directed Greek Key walks will engage you in locations around the city as you              
investigate both the objective (visible) and subjective (invisible) culture of Athens. A            
moment as everyday as sitting in a cafe observing its customers can unlock             
unexpected cultural, historical and social aspects of the urban landscape as you            
learn to navigate the diverse strata of the city.  
 
Your assignments on these components will help you develop a deeper           
understanding of the city around you -- and of yourself. In small, focused groups,              
you’ll explore parts of Athens with your professors that will allow you to discover              
facets of the city that might otherwise remain unexplored. The course is designed to              
orient and integrate you into the community in an accessible, intentional, and fun             
way.  
 
Selected readings and reflections on the actual walks enhance the direct experience            
of visible Athens. In the classroom meetings, the tools and theories of intercultural             
communication are introduced, explored and used to uncover the invisible values           
and assumptions that inform Greek society. This is a course of unparalleled            
exploration and discovery of the interior and exterior life of a fascinating place.  

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
 
Digital access and/or copies will be provided at no cost to students. 
 
Augé, Marc. (2004). Oblivion. Translated by Marjolijn de Jager. Foreword by James 
E. Young. Minneapolis: The University of Minnesota Press. ISBN: 978-0816635672; 
Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Benjamin, Walter. (1978). Reflections: Essays, Aphorisms, Autobiographical  
Writings. Translated by Edmund Jephcott. New York: Schocken. ISBN: 
978-0805208023; Cost: To Be Determined.  
 
De Certeau, Michel. (1988). The Practice of Everyday Life. Berkeley and Los Angeles: 
University of California Press. ISBN: 978-0520271456; Cost: To Be Determined.  
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Ferell, Jeff. (2004). “Urban graffiti: Crime, control, and resistance,” in Youth and 
Society, 27, pp. 73–92. California: Sage Publications. Retrieved from 
http://www.corwin.com/upm-data/4025_Pogrebin_Ch04.pdf. ISSN: 1552-8499; 
Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Frampton, Kenneth. (1997). Modern Architecture: A Critical History. London: 
Thames & Hudson. ISBN: 978-0500202579; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Kakissis, Joanna. “Athens: Take One Forlorn Ancient District, Add Chic and Stir” in 
New York Times , 01.21.2007. Retrieved from 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/01/21/travel/21next.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0. 
ISSN: 0362-4331; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Kallianos, Yiannis. (2013). “To ‘Lose One’s Way’ in a City in Crisis: 
Techniques of Navigating and Walking in spaces of Disorder” in Remapping ‘Crisis’: A 
Guide to Athens. Edited by Myrto Tsilimpounidi & Aylwyn Walsh. Winchester: Zero 
Books. ISBN: 978-1780996059; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Lippard, Lucy R. (1997). The Lure of the Local. Senses of place in a Multicentered 
society. New York: The New York Press. ISBN: 978-1565842489; Cost: To Be 
Determined. 
 
Morgenthau, Henry. (1929). I was sent to Athens (In collaboration with French 
Strother). New York: Doubleday, Doran & Company. Retrieved from: 
http://www.hri.org/docs/Morgenthau/. Out of print; provided in reader. 
 
Perec, Georges. (1997) Species of spaces and other pieces . Edited and translated by 
John Sturrock. London, England ; New York, N.Y., USA : Penguin Books. ISBN: 
978-0141442242; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Pikionis, Dimitris. (1935) “A Sentimental Topography” from Dimitris Pikionis. 
Architect 1887-1968. Architectural Association, London. Retrieved from: 
http://www.eikastikon.gr/arxitektoniki/pikionis/en_txt_self_topography.html. ISBN: 
978-1870890182; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Said, Edward. (2002). “Reflections on Exile” in Said, Edward, Reflections on Exile and 
Other Essays. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 173-186. ISBN: 
978-0674009974; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Tournikiotis, P. (1999) “The Mythology of Modernisation” in Aesopos et al. 
Landscapes of Modernisation: Greek Architecture 1960s and 1990s. Athens: 
Metapolis Press, pp. 27-29. ISBN: 978-9608643208; Cost: To Be Determined. 
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http://www.corwin.com/upm-data/4025_Pogrebin_Ch04.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/01/21/travel/21next.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.hri.org/docs/Morgenthau/
http://www.eikastikon.gr/arxitektoniki/pikionis/en_txt_self_topography.html


 
Recommended Readings 
 
Borges, Jorge Luis. (1962). “Funes the Memorious”, in Ficciones. New York: 
Grove Press, pp. 107-115. Retrieved from: 
http://www.srs-pr.com/literature/borges-funes.pdf. ISBN: 978-8420633121; Cost: 
To Be Determined. 
 
Passarelli, Angela M. and Kolb, David A. (2012). “Using Experiential Learning 
Theory to Promote Student Learning and Development in Programs of Education 
Abroad”, in Vande Berg et al., Student Learning Abroad, 137-161. ISBN: 
978-1579227142; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Seferis, George. (1961). “Delphi”. Translated by C. Capri-Karka. “The Charioteer,” An 
Annual Review of Modern Greek Culture, No 35, 1993-1994. Retrieved from 
http://www.myriobiblos.gr/texts/english/seferis_delphi.html. ISSN: 0577-5574; 
Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Debord, Guy-Ernest (1955). “Introduction to a Critique of Urban Geography,” 
Les Lévres Nues , no. 6. Retrieved from 
http://library.nothingness.org/articles/SI/en/display/2. ISBN: 2-911188-06-3; Cost: 
To Be Determined. 
 
Other Resource Links 
 
Archaeology of the City of Athens: 
http://www.eie.gr/archaeologia/En/chapter_more_12.aspx  
 
Demos Kaisarianis: http://portal.kessariani.gr/portal/page/portal/Index  
 
The Attiko Metro: Archaeological Work at the Athens Metro: 
http://www.ametro.gr/?page_id=4229&lang=en  
 
The Attiko Metro: Antiquities and Extensions 
http://www.ametro.gr/page/default.asp?la=2&id=2376 
 
The Attiko Metro: Art Program http://www.ametro.gr/page/default.asp?la=2&id=41 
 
The City at a Time of Crisis http://crisis-scape.net/ 
 
Urban Rail Transport: Historical Data 
http://www.ametro.gr/page/default.asp?la=2&id=41  
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http://www.myriobiblos.gr/texts/english/seferis_delphi.html
http://library.nothingness.org/articles/SI/en/display/2
http://www.eie.gr/archaeologia/En/chapter_more_12.aspx
http://portal.kessariani.gr/portal/page/portal/Index
http://www.ametro.gr/?page_id=4229&lang=en
http://www.ametro.gr/page/default.asp?la=2&id=2376
http://www.ametro.gr/page/default.asp?la=2&id=41
http://crisis-scape.net/
http://www.ametro.gr/page/default.asp?la=2&id=41


 
Assignments 
 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Attendance/Participation & Oral Skills 18% 

2. Greek Key Walks: 4 Object Assignments 24%  

3. Urban Taxonomies Presentation  12%  

4. Faculty Walk: Response 12% 

5.  Narrative Tour 13% 

6.  Independent Walk: Response 8% 

7.  Final Presentation: Personal Map 13% 

Total  100% 

 
1.  Attendance/Participation & Oral Skills 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions are 
expected from every student in every class session. Attendance is crucial, as is 
preparation: students need to come to class having done the readings, and are 
expected to participate in every discussion in a professional, courteous and 
respectful manner. Participation is not just about talking, giving opinions or 
exercising critical capacities; it should also involve giving evidence of reading either 
the material assigned or other sources relevant to the subject matter. 
 
2. Greek Key Walks: 4 Object Assignments 
Each of the four directed walks has a particular focus: architectural types, cultural 
symbols, urban graffiti and memory/identity. Each walk is assigned one Object 
assignment that focuses on 1) recording, 2) touching, 3) reading, and 4) narrating 
the site visited, to reflect on material collected during each directed walk. 
 
3. Urban Taxonomies Presentation 
Explore the city center by searching for particular taxonomies that make up the 
fabric of the city: building types such as museums, churches, arcades or bakeries, 
public benches, timber frame shuttering, fountains, garbage bins, illuminated 
commercial signs, etc. Find 10 examples of your chosen taxonomy and observe how 
it is effective on and affected by the practices of the people who use or inhabit 
different spaces. Record your 10 examples photographically and document any 
information you can find about your examples on site or by talking to people who 
use them. Prepare a 10 minute presentation of your results. 
 
4. Faculty Walk: Response 
Reflect on your observations and any discussions that took part during or after the 
faculty led walk activity in 800 words. Accompany this with 5 images that capture 
some essential elements of the walk. 
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5. Narrative Tour 
Embody the role of guide by working in small groups to plan and present a 20 
minute Narrative Tour of a chosen site. Select the particular site and thematic focus 
of the walk, find examples in the built cultural environment to illustrate your theme 
and research the history and significance into a narrative route.  
 
6. Independent Walk: Response 
Explore your selected destination, observing also the public transportation culture 
on your way there. Compose a photographic essay of 5 images which illustrate your 
‘Pagrati home-object’ in relation to characteristic views/buildings of the area. 
Include a brief caption for each image, explaining the key relation of your 
home-object to the specific location. 
 
7. Final Presentation: Personal Map 
Based on collected material from your Digital Diary and relevant discussions during 
the Mapping Theory and Workshop sessions, trace a narrative thread/theme that 
becomes evident in your examples and prepare a personal “map”. Collect extra 
examples according to your chosen narrative thread/theme and explore creatively 
how these can be assembled to express a characteristic urban cultural trait you have 
known through living in real Athenian spaces. This may take the form of a collage or 
photomontage, with a suitable title and short captions/annotations. 

Learning Outcomes 
and/or Expected 
Student 
Competencies and 
Assessment 
Measures: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 

Learning Outcomes 
Course Requirement that will be used 
to assess the student’s achievement of 
this outcome 

Demonstrate an enhanced intercultural 
skill set. 

Attendance/Participation & Oral Skills; 
Independent Walk: Response 

Demonstrate a comprehensive 
understanding of Greek culture and the 
Modern Greek identity. 

Attendance/Participation & Oral Skills; 
Greek Key Walks: 4 Object 
Assignments;  
Urban Taxonomies Presentation; 
Faculty Walk: Response;  
Narrative Tour;  
Independent Walk: Response; 
Final Presentation: Personal Map 

Articulate the traits and value of 
enhanced intercultural skill set as 
relevant to the 21st Century Global 
Economy, drawing from cultural 
theories. 

Attendance/Participation & Oral Skills  
 

 
Course Outline:  
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Sess
ion 

Topic Reading Activity/Assignment 

1  Introduction Said, Reflections on 
Exile 

Pre-existing 
knowledge, 
stereotypes, 
discussion 

2 Greek Key Walk 1: 
Monastiraki, Psyrri 

1. Tournikiotis, 
Mythology of 
Modernisation 
2. Benjamin, Naples 

Have camera and be 
prepared to  
collect information for 
Object 1 assignment. 
Send Object 
assignment  
to Maria electronically 
to arrive no later than 
21:00 Thursday.  

3 Greek Key Walk 2: 
Philopappou Hill 

1. Frampton, Critical 
Regionalism 
2. Pikionis,  
A Sentimental 
Topography 

Have several sheets of 
paper and well 
sharpened pencils and 
be prepared to collect 
information for Object 
2 assignment.  Send 
Object assignment  
to Maria electronically 
to arrive no 
later than 21:00 
Thursday.  

4 Urban Taxonomies  Urban Taxonomies 
presentations 

5 Faculty Walk: 
Yesterday’s history 
today 

1. Kakissis, Athens: 
Take one Forlorn 
Ancient District 
2. The Attiko Metro: 
Archaeological Work 
at the Athens Metro, 
Antiquities and 
Extensions, Art 
Program  
3. Urban Rail 
Transport: Historical 
Data  

Walk, observe and 
discuss while 
gathering information 
for Faculty walk 
response assignment. 
Send walk response 
assignment to faculty 
member electronically 
to arrive no later than 
21:00 Thursday.  

6 Greek Key Walk 3: 
Exarcheia 

Ferrell, Urban Graffiti: 
Crime, Control and 
Resistance 

Have a notebook and 
camera and be 
prepared to collect 
information for Object 
3 assignment. Send 
Object assignment to 

 
©Arcadia University | The College of Global Studies  6 

 

Int
ell

ec
tua

l p
rop

ert
y c

op
yri

gh
t A

rca
dia

 U
niv

ers
ity



 
Maria electronically to 
arrive  no later than 
21:00 Thursday. 

7 Athens [in] Crisis_ 
Mapping Theory 

1. Kallianos, To Lose 
One’s Way 
2. Lippard, On and Off 
the Map 

Stavrides’ interview & 
discussion; “mapping” 
references; Narrative 
Tour proposals 

8 Faculty Walk: The 
Street 

Perec, The Street Have a notebook and 
camera and be 
prepared to collect 
information for 
Faculty walk response 
assignment.  
Send walk response 
assignment to Aigli 
electronically to arrive 
no later than 21:00 
Thursday.  

9 Greek Key Walk 4: 
Kaisariani 

1. Morgenthau, I Was 
Sent to Athens 
2. Augé, A duty to 
forget 
3. Demos Kaisarianis 
website 

Have paper and a 
camera and be 
prepared to collect 
information for Object 
4 assignment. Send 
Object assignment to 
Maria electronically to 
arrive no later than 
21:00 Thursday.  

10 Personal Map 
Workshop 

 Discussion & 
preparation for 
Personal Map Final 
Presentation 

11 Visiting Lecturer: 
Brady Kiesling 

 Discussion 

 Independent Walk Explore one of the 
alternative 
destinations suggested 

Send your 
Independent Walk 
Report electronically 
to Maria. 

12 Narrative Tour  Be prepared to lead 
your Narrative  
Tour. 

13 Final Presentation: 
Personal Map 

 Be prepared to 
present your Personal 
Map. 

 
Other Policies:  
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Expectations 
Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for           
classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and           
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the           
course. Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for            
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions are           
expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University email          
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or           
through Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is             
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use             
of resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students           
caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the             
falsification or creation of data, research or resources to support academic           
submissions, and cause for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the         
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the            
program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements           
can be made.  
 
Title IX Statement 
Arcadia University is committed to assuring a safe and productive educational           
environment for all students. In order to meet this commitment and to comply with              
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and guidance from the Office for Civil               
Rights, the University requires faculty members to report incidents of sexual           
violence shared by students to the University's Title IX Coordinator. The only            
exceptions a faculty member's reporting obligation are when incidents of sexual           
violence are communicated by a student during a classroom discussion, in a writing             
assignment for a class, or as part of a University-approved research project. 

Information regarding the reporting of sexual violence and the resources that are            
available to victims of sexual violence is set forth at          
https://www.arcadia.edu/university/policies-guidelines/title-ix. 
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Prerequisites: None. 
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