
 
Course Title: Ireland Connect 
Course Code: DUBS HIIC 290 
Subject: Cultural Studies, History 
Credits: 3 
Semester/Term: ☒ Semester  

☐ J-Term  
☐ Summer  

  
Course Description: Ireland Connect explores the modern Irish experience from the turn of the 20th             

Century to the present day. Particular attention is given to two themes: 1) Irish              
history, literature, and popular culture as both exports and incubators of Irish            
civilization; and 2) Ireland as a case study on the effects of globalization and              
Ireland’s relevance in the global social and economic landscape. 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
 
Cleary, J. (2007). Outrageous Fortune: Capital and Culture in Modern Ireland (2nd 
ed.). Dublin, Ireland: Field Day Publications. ISBN-13: 978-0946755356; Cost: To Be 
Determined. 
 
Moody, T. W., Martin, F. X., and Keogh, D. (eds.). Kiely, P. (contributor). The Course 
of Irish HIstory (5th ed.). New York, NY: Roberts Rinehart. ISBN-13: 978-1570984495; 
Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Additional Readings and Resources 
 
Articles and powerpoint lecture slides are available from the instructor on the            
course Canvas site through Arcadia University.  
 
 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Contributions to Class Activities & 
Discussion 

10% 

2. Blog Entries 20%  

3. Final Reflection 20%  

4. Final Essay 50% 

Total  100% 

 
This course is delivered through a series of lectures, participative class discussions            
and attendance on various cultural excursions. Audio-visual materials, guest         
speakers, site visits, and participation in cultural and sporting activities will           
supplement classroom instruction when appropriate. 
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Students will complete a weekly blog that will be shared among other participants             
on the course. Blog entries will be 200 words and students will be expected to               
comment on the blogs of other students in class discussions. 
 
A final reflection will tie together students’ learnings from out-of-class experiences           
as a means to explore Ireland as a case study for globalization. 
 
The final essay will take the form of an analytical paper incorporating course             
readings as well as the on-site learning of planned excursions during the course. The              
paper should be approximately 2,500 words. 

Learning Outcomes 
and/or Expected 
Student 
Competencies and 
Assessment 
Measures: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
Course Requirement that will be used 
to assess the student’s achievement of 
this outcome 

Explain basic Irish political structures, 
including participation in the EU, and 
their historical context. 
 

Contributions to Class Activities & 
Discussion 

Analyze the role of film, literature and 
sport in modern Ireland within a 
historical context. 
 

Contributions to Class Activities & 
Discussion; Blog Entries 

Explain Ireland as a case study of the 
effects of globalization. 
 

Final Reflection 

Analyze how world events of the 20th 
Century shaped modern Irish culture. 
 

Final Essay 

Explain historical and cultural 
connections between Ireland and the 
United States. 

Final Essay 

 
Course Outline:  

Session Topic 

Session 1  Historical Walking Tour of Dublin:  

Students will attend a 3 hour walking tour to see places of 

historical and political interest in 20th Century Dublin. 

Session 2 Gaelic Athletic Association Event and Participation:  

Students will attend a lecture on the history of the Gaelic 

Athletic Association and play some Gaelic games after an 

introductory lesson. 

Session 3 Lecture: Ireland in the 20th Century 
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Session 4 Ealu Weekend:  

Ealu, Irish for ‘escape’. This weekend brings students away 

from their campus location and into a rustic Irish community 

in Co. Wicklow. Students will engage with Irish culture: its 

people, landscape, music and traditions. Team building 

exercises including outdoor activities and nature walks will 

encourage integration with other students across Arcadia’s 

Ireland community. 

Session 5 Walking Tour of James Joyce’s Dublin:  

Students attend a guided tour to some places of interest in 

the life and literary career of James Joyce. 

Session 6 Lecture: Ireland and the EU 

Session 7 Belfast and Antrim Coast Weekend:  

Students will spend a weekend in Belfast where they will 

attend a lecture on the Troubles of Northern Ireland, take a 

historical tour of Belfast featuring various murals depicting 

political and social protests, and experience the unique 

beauty of the Northern Irish landscape at Giant’s Causeway. 

Session 8 Lecture: The Globalization of Ireland 

Session 9 Tour of Dail Eireann:  

Students will take a guided tour of Ireland’s parliament with 

an opportunity to ask questions about the formation of the 

Irish state. 

Session 10 Lecture:  Ireland in the 21st Century 

Session 11 Company Site Visit: 

Since Ireland is one of the world’s most globalised economies, 

a site visit to one of Ireland’s leading multinational companies 

will be organised for students. 

Session 12 Film:  Calvary (2014) 

This film depicts well the tensions and opportunities present 

in 21st Century Ireland. 

 
Other Policies: Expectations 

Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for 
classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and 
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the 
course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for 
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
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Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions are 
expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University email          
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or           
through Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is             
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use             
of resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students           
caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the             
falsification or creation of data, research or resources to support academic           
submissions, and cause for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the         
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the            
program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements           
can be made.  
 
Title IX Statement 
Arcadia University is committed to assuring a safe and productive educational 
environment for all students. In order to meet this commitment and to comply with 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and guidance from the Office for Civil 
Rights, the University requires faculty members to report incidents of sexual 
violence shared by students to the University's Title IX Coordinator. The only 
exceptions a faculty member's reporting obligation are when incidents of sexual 
violence are communicated by a student during a classroom discussion, in a writing 
assignment for a class, or as part of a University-approved research project. 

Information regarding the reporting of sexual violence and the resources that are 
available to victims of sexual violence is set forth at 
https://www.arcadia.edu/university/policies-guidelines/title-ix. 

Prerequisites: None. 
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https://www.arcadia.edu/university/policies-guidelines/title-ix



