
 
 

Instructor (s): Dr. Vicky Kynourgiopoulou 
Email: kynourgiopoulouv@arcadia.edu 
Course Title: Stealing cultural treasures: Looters, thieves and forgers 
Course Code: ROMA SOLT 310S 
Credits: 3 
Semester/Term: ☐ Spring                                    

☐ Fall                                                

☒ Summer                                       

  
Course 
Description: 

The 21st century has seen a major change in attitude towards cultural 
patrimony. According to UNESCO the illicit trafficking of antiquities is 
estimated to be superior to US$6 billion per year, much higher than 
transnational crimes of cocaine, arms, heroine and cybercrime. Together 
with the trafficking of arms and drugs, the illicit trafficking of antiquities and 
cultural objects constitutes one of the most persistent and complex illegal 
trades in the world.  
 
The Looters, thieves and forgers course focuses on issues of authenticity, 
identity, ownership, enterprise, trafficking and looting of art and antiquities. 
We will examine cultural patrimony in relation to both the private and the 
public sectors and will debate legal and ethical issues relating to the trade in 
art and antiquities, restitution and repatriation. This course aims to present 
and discuss a wide range of ethical dilemmas presented by the practice of 
archaeology, forgery and looting throughout the ages. Students will require 
an acquaintance with legal statutes, ethical codes, and disciplinary practices 
that have a bearing on decision-making about a wide range of issues 
concerning cultural property and cultural heritage.  
 
Through lectures, class discussions, fieldtrips, visits, readings, films and 
individual research projects, students will have the opportunity to develop 
their critical thinking through the ethical and moral dilemmas posed by the 
illicit trafficking of cultural patrimony. 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
Stefano Manacorda & Duncan Chappell, Crime in the Art and Antiquities 
World: Illegal Trafficking in Cultural Property, Springer Editions, 2011 ISBN-
10: 144197945X Cost: To Be Determined 
 
Journals: 
International Journal of Cultural Property 
Art, Antiquity and Law 
International Foundation for Art Research (IFAR) Journal 

©Arcadia University | The College of Global Studies  1 
 



 
Internet Resources: 
U.S. Department of State Cultural Heritage Center: 
http://culturalheritage.state.gov 
F.B.I. Art Theft Program: http://www.fbi.gov/hq/cid/arttheft/arttheft.htm 
IraqCrisis: https://lists.uchicago.edu/web/info/iraqcrisis 
Museum Security Network: http://groups.google.com/group/museum-
security-network; 
http://www.museum-security.org/artcrime.html(Museum Security web site 
that archivesarticles dealing with 
museum issues) 
Lawyers Committee for Cultural Heritage Preservation: 
culturalheritagelaw.org 
UNESCO: unesco.org (UNESCO web site and source for texts of primary 
relevant internationalconventions) 
U.S. Committee of the Blue Shield: uscbs.org 
 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Mid-Term  30 % 

2. Student led seminars 20 %   

3. Research Project 40 %  

4. Class participation 10 % 

Total  100% 
Mid-Term (30%) 
Both the mid-term will consist of two parts. Part One has short answer 
questions, while Part Two has an essay where students will display their 
critical analysis skills, combined with the readings from the course. 
 
Student led seminars/presentations (20%): 
Students are required to give an in-class presentation of their research 
project. This exercise will allow students to investigate in depth one aspect 
of the illicit trafficking of antiquities and art which particularly interests them 
and place it in the particular historical, social and economic context. The 
schedule of the student presentations will be given during Week 1. 
 
Research Project (40%): 
Each student is expected to write a research paper. Your research paper 
should include your definitive research thesis statement, your methodology, 
research analysis and conclusions. It should also include a full bibliography 
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and illustrations. Topics must be selected in agreement with the instructor. 
Most resources are available at Arcadia University’s Landman online library. 
The research project requires at least 5 scholarly references (books, scholarly 
articles). 
 
Class participation (10%): 
Students are encouraged to complete their readings before each lesson to 
provide for the greatest possible assurance of comprehension and 
participation in the discussion of the material. Students are encouraged to 
contribute to group discussions with informed and insightful comments, 
questions and responses. 

Learning 
Outcomes and/or 
Expected Student 
Competencies: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
1. develop a critical discourse of the ethical and moral issues 

surrounding the illicit trafficking of cultural heritage 
2. provide students with an understanding of the impact of illicit 

trafficking on the discipline of connoisseurship, collecting, and 
the international art market 

3. help students identify the potential fate of cultural property in 
times of war and political unrest 

4. give the students the opportunity to come into contact with 
professionals in the fields of preservation and management of 
cultural heritage along with professionals in the international 
fields of policing 

5. encourage critical awareness of the legislature and policy 
making in order to combat the trafficking of antiquities, illicit 
excavation, and art theft 

6. help students develop a deeper knowledge of an important 
aspect of their stay abroad period, in a country that has been 
among the first to establish a specific unit to prevent and 
suppress organized crime 

 
Course Outline: Session Topic 

Session 1  An Overview of Cultural Heritage 
• The Heritage Industry 
• Heritage and Commodification 
• The legal framework of organized crime 

Session 2 Managing Cultural Property 
• Authenticity and legal rights 
• Ownership; whose heritage? National vs. World 
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Heritage 

Session 3 Looting 
• Colonialism, theft and the market 
• Collecting material culture 

Session 4 The “Indiana Jones” effect 
• “Legalizing trafficking”; the romantic perspective 
• Tomb raiders, terrorists 

Session 5 Lootings of cultural sites in the spotlight 
• Antiquities; trade or betrayed? 
• Archaeological Ethics 

Session 6 The profile of a “Collector?” 
• Why collecting works of art 
• Auction Houses 

Session 7 Legal and ethical perspectives on the illicit trafficking of 
cultural patrimony 
• Bringing heritage to court 
• Repatriation laws and restitution 

Session 8 Long lost treasures 
• Caring for “lost” objects 
• The “Red” list 

Session 9 Organised Crime in the heritage world  
• Mafia and dealing  
• “Victimization” of cultural property  
 

Session 10 “Saving” cultural property 
• Interpol, FBI 

Session 11 The Art market 
• Influential works of art 
• Going, Going, Gone: Regulating the Market 

Session 12 What is Art Crime? 
• Legislation against organised crime 
• Auction Houses, private collectors and the black 
market 

Session 13 Forgers as “artists” 
• Reproducing art 
• Famous forgers in history 

Session 14 Insurance Companies 

©Arcadia University | The College of Global Studies  4 
 



 
• Art theft in the Insurance industry 
• Compensation rights for damage or loss 

 
Other Policies: Expectations 

Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation 
for classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions 
and appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions 
to the course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding 
principle for professional behavior and extends to all communications, 
including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class 
discussions are expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or 
through Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic 
submissions is plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual 
or attempted use of resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic 
submissions. Students caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. 
Fabrication is the falsification or creation of data, research or resources to 
support academic submissions, and cause for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling 
into the program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate 
arrangements can be made.  

Prerequisites: None 
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