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Course Title: Anti-Mafia Movements in Southern Italy 
Course Code: ROMA SOCI 325S 
Subject: Sociology 
Credits: 3 
Semester/Term: ☐ Semester                                 

☐ J-Term                                              
☒ Summer                                    

  
Course Description: The aim of the course is to bring examples of real-life experiences involving 

organized crime, through the analysis of the Italian economy and political situation, 
as influenced by the illegitimate hold of organized crime. Students will analyze data, 
figures and specific events; they will have the chance to meet, work and discuss 
with those who fight organized crime everyday (family of mafia victims, police 
forces, politicians, grass-root movements, journalists, activists, anti mafia 
cooperatives) and understand that this system affects the economic, social and 
institutional life of entire regions. 
 
The course will be itinerant: between Rome and the south of Italy (Napoli and 
Calabria). It is seminar-based with many local visits.  
 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Readings 
Much has been written on organized crime; unfortunately the largest part of these 
books has not been translated into English. Therefore students will receive articles 
translated from Italian books, newspapers and magazines; and from the following 
sources. 
• Behan, Tom: “See Napoli and die” Macmillan, 2002 ISBN-13: 978-1848850187 
• Ginsborg, Paul: “Italy and Its Discontents: Family, Civil Society, State: 1980-

2001, Palgrave MacMillan – 2006, ISBN-13: 978-1403973948 
• Lilley Peter: Dirty Dealing: The Untold Truth About Global Money Laundering, 

International Crime and Terrorism -  3rd Edition. By Peter Lilley; Kogan Page, 
2006, ISBN-13: 978-0749445126 

• Saviano R, “Gomorrah – Italy’s other Mafia”, Macmillan, 2008, ISBN 978- 0-374-
16527-7 

• UNODC, The Globalization of Crime A Transnational Organized Crime Threat 
Assessment, 2010 Report  (https://www.unodc.org) 

• UNODC, World Drug Report, 2010 ( https://www.unodc.org) 
• US Government : “Strategy to combat transnational organized crime - 

Addressing Converging Threats to National Security”, July 2011 
(https://www.whitehouse.gov)  

 
Course films: 
Anime nere (2014) 
La mafia uccide solo d’estate (2013) 
Campania in-felix (2011) 
Una vita tranquilla (2010) 
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Gomorra (2008) 
Biutiful cauntri (2007) 
In un altro paese (2005) 
Maria Full of Grace (2004) 
City of God (2002) 
I Cento Passi (2000) 
Sud (1993) 
 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Mid-term examination 30 % 

2. Journal 10 % 

3. Final Examination 40 % 

4. Participation 20 % 

Total  100% 
 
 
Assessment Components 
Mid-term and Final Exam will test students’ ability to analyze material and theories 
presented during the course. They can be considered individual research project, on 
a topic directly relevant to the course, chosen by the student. This will help to 
assess their ability to identify a significant subject and analyze and present it in an 
original way, contextualized within the information discussed throughout the 
course.  
 
The mid-term will consist of multiple-choice and open answers. The final test will be 
made up of multiple-choice and open answers, plus a 10 minutes discussion of each 
student work.  
 
b) Course Journal 
As part of the coursework students are asked to keep a journal. This should be 
compiled on a Moleskine Japanese Journal (or similar) available at any good 
stationery shop in town. In this journal, students will report notes, impressions, 
reflections enriched with drawings, sketches and pictures about the places visited 
and experienced during the course.  
 
The journal is an educated personal narrative, the objective of which is to foster the 
ability and creativity of the student to research, record and narrate, via different 
methods (e.g. writings and visuals), an experience in an unfamiliar cultural context.  
 
For each day of the sections in Calabria and Naples, the student will complete at 
least three pages of the Journal book. On these three pages, the student should 
write at least one page of notes connecting them to the topic at hand discussed in 
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class and in the readings assigned for each class session. The aim is to make 
reference to the conceptual framework (e.g. globalization of business empires, 
environmental organized crime, responsible development) of each site visited.  
Journal entries will assess the students’ ability to critically reflect on the subject 
matter of each class session conducive to academic exploration and collect 
appropriate primary and secondary materials interpret them and present them in 
an original way, contextualized within the information discussed throughout the 
course. 
 
Photographs, drawings, notes, and writing should reinforce each other so as to 
obtain a written-visual narrative that is creative, coherent and meaningful always 
within the context of the course. 
 
Further instructions of the content of the journal entries will be given in the 
classroom. 
 
Students will keep a journal of their experiences and observations in Calabria and in 
Naples and respond to homework questions and exercises aimed at developing 
their ability to critically think and to contextualize  the information discussed 
throughout the course.  
 
c) Student’s participation will be assessed based on the analytical quality of the 
comments and questions they contribute to the class, their engagement with 
reading assignments and lecture information and their willingness to share these 
with the group. 
 

Learning Outcomes 
and/or Expected 
Student 
Competencies and 
Assessment 
Measures: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 Course Requirement that will be 
used to assess the student’s 
achievement of this outcome 

Demonstrate  a knowledge of Italy, 
taking into account the major 
economic and social indicators of the 
world arena, and of the current 
situation of Italy and its development; 
considering old and new regional gaps 
in Italy 

Active participation, midterm & final 
test 

Describe responsible development, 
growth and sustainability; analyze 
public, private and  non- profit in 
Italian economy and society 

Active participation, midterm test 

Discuss the powerful Italian organized 
crime syndicates, focusing on history, 
evolution and globalization of business 
empires;  analyze environmental 

Active participation, midterm & final 
test 
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organized crime; reflect on organized 
crime as local solution to global 
competition 
Through direct experience, assess  one 
of Italy’s major cities, Napoli, as an 
example of combination of tradition 
and innovation, and legitimate and 
illegitimate economies 

Active participation, midterm & final 
test 

Through direct experience, explain the 
impact of organized crime in a 
community (Locride, in Calabria), 
interviewing those who are suffering 
from its violence and those who are 
reacting to it 

Active participation, midterm & final 
test 

Strenghten and revise the idea of 
leadership, focusing on how tradition, 
landscape,  and creativity can be used 
as ingredients for successful, long-
lasting mafia-free business (case 
studies) 

Active participation, midterm & final 
test 

Utilize analytical tools to examine the 
efficacy and effectiveness of social 
entrepreneurship and good 
governance as a response to mafia’s 
overwhelming power and economic 
crisis (case studies), of active 
citizenship and transparent 
information as tools for change, even 
in territories affected heavily by 
organized crime 

Active participation, midterm & final 
test 

 
 
 

Course Outline: Session/ 
Date 

Topic 

Aula Meet in classroom 
Orientation 
 

Introductory 
Session 
Aula 

Introduction to the course 
Brainstorming about mafia   
Getting rid of mafia’s stereotypes. 

 Free weekend 

Session 1 
Rome  
 

Mafias’ main features through the analysis of “Italian mafia 
movies.”  Geographic and historic outline of the Italian Mafias. 
Legal and cultural definition of organized crime. 
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Session 2 
Rome 
 

Discuss the Italian main organized crime syndicates: the 
cultural, social and economic frameworks.  
 

Session 3 
Rome  
 

 Introduction to the anti-mafia world and to the  concepts of 
social innovation and solidarity economy in Italy. A 
comparison with USA 

Session 4 
Rome  
 

Best practices of solidarity economy in Italy and Europe. 
Features and figures of mafias’ economy in the world. Main 
social innovation and anti - mafias global actors.  
 

Session 5 
Rome  
 

Organized crime as a threat to world economy: money 
laundering and gray areas. 

 Free weekend 

Session 6 
Rome  
 

Organized crime and corruption: Italian and international case 
studies. Sustainability as an alternative to organized crime. 

Session 7 
Rome 
 

Organized crime and corruption: Italian and international case 
studies; introduction to ecomafie and agromafia. Some case –
studies of social innovation in Italy 
Midterm Exam 

Transfer to MGI 
- Calabria 

Transfer by train and bus to Marina di Gioiosa Ionica (Calabria) 
Meeting Associazione Don Milani (our host): Introducing the 
‘Ndrangheta and its impact on Calabria economy and society.  
Associazione Don Milani – Onlus  
(http://www.donmilanigioiosa.it/ ) 

Session 8 
Calabria 
 
 

Introduction to ‘Ndrangheta. 
Visit to Monastero di Gerace, Aspromonte National Park  and 
National Museum of History to understand responsible 
tourism built around landscape and richness of local food 
traditions, culture and music.  

Session 9 
Calabria 
 

Associazione Don Milani: civil society against organized crime: 
meeting family members of ‘Ndrangheta Victims to 
understand the reasons for resisting.  
Investing in youth education and training to fight against  
organized crime. Meeting with organizations that work 
against social exclusion 
• Associazione Don Pino Puglisi 

(http://www.centropadrepuglisi.it/ ), 
• Associazione Ce.Re.So. (http://www.cereso.it/ )  
 

Session 10 
Calabria 

Confiscation and conversion of assets as an effective tool to 
fight organized crime; theoretical and practical problems. 

http://www.donmilanigioiosa.it/
http://www.centropadrepuglisi.it/
http://www.cereso.it/
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 Meeting the Cooperative “ Valle del Marro - Libera Terra”. 
• http://www.liberaterra.it/ 
http://www.valledelmarro.it 

Calabria Possible visit to Museo Archeologico Nazionale in Reggio 
Calabria  

Session 11 
Calabria 

Presentation: Research Projects 
 

Transfer to 
Naples 

Transfer by train to Naples.  
Understanding the city and its contradictions. 

Session 12 
Naples 

Environmental crimes: the Campania case – study. 
Reasoning on drugs market and on the rise and fall of hemp 

Session 13 
Naples 

Field Study: la Terra dei fuochi and Napoli and Caserta 
Province. The anti-mafias solidarity economy. Reasoning on 
the “color of money” 
http://laterradeifuochi.it 

Session 14 
Naples 

City sightseeing: San Gennaro Catacumbus and the Quartiere 
Sanità, to understand grass root organization for employment 
and against mafia 

Afternoon 
Transfer to 
Rome 

Transfer by train to Rome 

Session 15 
Rome 
 

Presentation: Research Projects 
Final considerations 
FINAL EXAM 
 

 Program ends, departure from Rome to USA 

 
Other Policies: Expectations 

Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for 
classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and 
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the 
course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for 
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions are 
expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or through 
Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 

http://www.liberaterra.it/
http://www.valledelmarro.it/
http://la/
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Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is 
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use of 
resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students 
caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the falsification 
or creation of data, research or resources to support academic submissions, and cause 
for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the 
program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements 
can be made.  

Prerequisites: None. Suggested readings/viewings. 
Country and 
Program 
Connection: 

Italian Organized Crime syndicates operates at international level, thus contibuting 
to threat the world economy, has more than once stated by the US governemt. 
Understanding the origins and the contemporary action of these enormous 
multination corporation equals to understand a part of the (business) world that 
can’t be any longer ignored  by any students of ecnomics and humanties. 
Organized crime’s influence today goes far beyond the South of Italy reaching and 
affecting the rest of the country, Europe and, indeed, the world. Luckily in many 
regions of the South of Italy, civil society is forming a new, grass-roots resistance to 
organized crime, thus contribuing to the idea of a new society, a more responsabile 
economy and social justice.   

In Naples and in Calabria students will visit the territory to discover its richness in 
terms of nature, cultural heritage, traditional production and they will meet the 
volunteer and civic organizations, institutions and families to discuss their daily 
dedication to freeing their homelands from mafia. 

  
 


