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Course Title: Waterways and Walls: Urban Planning in Ancient Rome 
Course Code: ROMA ARUP 333S  
Subject: History, Geography 
Credits: 3 
Semester/Term: ☐Semester 

☐J-Term 
☒Summer 

  
Course 
Description: 

This course intends to investigate the urban infrastructure and boundaries of Ancient 
Rome in order to understand better the way the biggest city of the ancient world 
functioned. It will look at the streets and the aqueducts, the role of the Tiber and of 
the walls.  Special attention will be given to the role of the urban infrastructure in 
the shaping of the image of Rome and its elite. This will be done by walking the 
ancient streets, mapping the remains of the aqueducts and imagining the ancient 
boundaries. 
 
The grade will be based upon a paper, class attendance and participation and a final 
exam. Readings will be drawn from different recent publications on ancient Rome 
listed below.  
 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Texts 
- Claridge, Amanda, Rome. An Archaeological Guide. Oxford: Oxford Univ Press, 

1998. ISBN:978-0192880031; Cost: To Be Determined. 
- Coarelli, Filippo, Rome and Environs: An Archaeological Guide. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 2007. ISBN: 978-0520079618; Cost: To Be 
Determined.  

- Coulston J.C., and Hazel Dodge, eds. Ancient Rome. The Archaeology of the 
Eternal City. Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2000. ISBN: 978-0947816551; Cost: To Be 
Determined. 

 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Essay 40% 

2. Final Examination 50% 

3. Participation 10% 

Total  100% 
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Assessment Components 
a) Essay 
Students will choose a topic related to the material under study in consultation with 
the instructor to produce a finished essay of 8-10 pages, double spaced, end or 
footnotes, illustrations (if necessary) and bibliography, in two copies (electronic and 
printed). 
b) Final Exam. 
The final exam will be based upon the class notes, readings and other information 
that the students have received during the lectures and site visits. The exam will ask 
for a combination of short and long answers. The final exam is cumulative. 
c) Participation. 
 Students’ participation will be evaluated on their contribution to class discussion, 
their engagement with reading assignments and lecture information, and their 
willingness to share these with the group.  
 

Learning 
Outcomes 
and/or 
Expected 
Student 
Competencies 
and Assessment 
Measures: 

Learning Outcomes 
 Course Requirement that will be used to 
assess the student’s achievement of this 
outcome 

understand the complexity of the 
functioning of a city through a 
detailed study of ancient and 
modern maps 

Active participation, midterm, final test, essay 

critically assess ancient and 
modern sources, being able to 
understand their usefulness and 
limits 

Active participation, midterm, final test, essay 

observe accurately material 
remains and identify the building 
materials, techniques and their 
use 

Active participation, midterm, final test, essay 

interpret the evidence from the 
past in function of the political, 
social and economic history of the 
time 
 

Active participation, midterm, final test, essay 

 
Course Outline: 
 
 

Session Topic 
Session 1  I. The Tiber, its bridges and the harbor of Rome. 

Visit to the Forum Boarium and Testaccio. 
Session 2 II. Streets. How did the street system in ancient Rome 

come about? What was its role in the movement of 
people, goods and ideas?  
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1.Planned, improvised and codified itineraries. The 
triumphal procession. 
Visit to the Central and Southern Field of Mars. 

Session 3 Streets (cont). 2. Going to the city center: converging 
streets. The Capitoline, Palatine and Roman Forum. 
Visit to the monumental center of the ancient city. 

Session 4 Streets (cont). 3. Leaving the city center: diverging 
streets. Funerary monuments. 
Visit to the Esquiline hill (Pt. 1) 

Session 5 III. Aqueducts. Where did the Romans get their water 
from? How were aqueducts built and administered?  
1. Supplying the city with water. 
Visit to the Parco degli Acquedotti. 

Session6 Aqueducts (cont.). 2. Porta Maggiore and the distribution 
of water within the city. 
Visit to the Baths of Diocletian. 

Session7 IV. Sewers. The Cloaca Maxima and the disposal of waste 
in the ancient city. 

Session 8 V. Borders and boundaries. What’s the difference 
between a border and a boundary? What was their 
function? How flexible were borders/boundaries in 
ancient Rome? 1. The Pomerium. 

Session 9 Borders and boundaries (cont.). 2. The Servian and 
Republican walls. Visit to the Esquiline hill (Pt. 2) 

Session 10 Borders and boundaries (cont.). 3. The Aurelian wall. 
Design and purpose. Visit to the Aurelian wall. 

Session 11 VI. Ancient Rome: the legacy of the ancient city. How did 
the ancient city and its infrastructure continue survive 
into later times? Visit to the Crypta Balbi Museum. 

Session 12 VII. Exam and Conclusions 

 
Other Policies: Expectations 

Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for 
classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and 
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the 
course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for 
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
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Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions are 
expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail account. 
Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or through Intranet 
postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is 
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use of 
resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students 
caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the falsification 
or creation of data, research or resources to support academic submissions, and cause 
for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments 
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the 
program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements can 
be made.  

Prerequisites: None 
Country and 
Program 
Connection: 

This course articulates how a megalopolis like Ancient Rome functioned, by analyzing 
the remains of its urban infrastructure. The course demonstrates the ways in which 
the urban insfrastructure of the city was developed and continuously was improved. 
Finally, the course describes the way in which Rome was organized, and how it 
thoroughly influenced other cities of the time and later. 

  
 


