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Course description 
This course studies the political history of Latin America, from the 19th century, which has been 
characterized by a continuous search for political-institutional stability in each of its nations. To 
this respect, there is no doubt the fragility of the political system of Latin America is due to 
structural factors that are basically related to socioeconomic and cultural elements. Thereafter, 
there are caudillist, populist or dictatorial responses that make democracy much more difficult to 
implement as a form of permanent coexistence in Latin American societies. In this scenario, it is 
easy to observe in the region mixed opinions on the role the State should have and its relation to 
the individual, that is, the presence of an extreme liberalism (always associated to the right) 
opposed to a state interventionism (of the left) that recall the ideological struggles of the Cold 
War. 
 
Main objective 
At the end of this course students will be able to understand that the political organization that 
occurs equally throughout Latin American countries, is due to socioeconomic and cultural 
structures that make the political stability difficult to maintain, whatever regime is to be 
established, and despite the fact that an important number of Latin American countries, from the 
last quarter of the 20th century, have tried to generate greater political participation and economic 
equality. 
 
Specific objectives 

 Understand in broad terms the economic and cultural characteristics that Latin America 
has, considering that these structures allow to understand the political situation of the 
region’s countries. 

 Understand the theoretical and historical contribution of concepts such as liberalism, 
socialism, populism, communism, dictatorship, and democracy in Latin America. 

 



 
Contents 
This course is divided into three units: 
The first, as an introduction, will address the process of conformation of national states in Latin 
America during the 19th century. 
The second unit aims at knowing and understanding the Latin American economic situation, which 
is characterized by its extreme inequality, high unemployment, continuous inflation, and the 
permanent discussion on the State’s role in economic policies. 
The third unit tries to show the main political structures in Latin America, that range from a multi-
party system to an extreme presidentialism, which impede, in a way, a healthy democracy. 
 
Methodology 
This class will be conducted as a seminar. Students must read a group of articles for each unit, 
which will be discussed throughout the course in a critical way. 
Each session of the course will have an expository presentation by the teacher, so that later 
students actively participate in the class. 
The thematic units will always be complemented with case studies. 
Audiovisual material will be used as well (viewing of documentaries and/or movies) 
 
Evaluation 
2 brief essays (2-3 pages long) based on the discussion in class and readings (25% each) 
Each student must propose a historical problem or experience and follow its development in a 
final essay (50%) in at least five pages. To do so, he or she must present a brief hypothesis and try 
to answer it by using bibliography. The essay must be unpublished, with bibliographic citations 
properly referred to in the text, indicating author, work, publishing house, year and number of 
page. All forms of plagiarism will be penalized with the minimum grade, that is, 1,0. 
The final essay must be presented in an oral presentation. 
Font: Arial or Times New Roman, number 12, 1,5 space. 
The student will pass with a 4,0, and must have at least 80% of attendance. 
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Tentative schedule 
 
Introduction. Overview of Latin America. 
 
Latin America in the 19th century. Formation of National States and oligarchic order. 
 
Impact of industrial capitalism and rise of export economies. 
 
Weaknesses in the development model. New state interventionism in economy. 
 
Latin American society. 
 
Democracy and political parties in Latin America. 
 
Latin American populism and developmental state. 
 
Influence of the Cuban revolution, armed struggle, and political culture of the Latin American left.  
 
Militarism and dictatorships in Latin America. 
 
Chile, from Allende to Pinochet. 
 



The lost decade and the processes of redemocratization in Latin America. 
 
Successes and failures of neoliberalism in Latin America. 
 
Chile: the neoliberal democratic model during the governments of the Concertación. 
 
Alternative projects to the neoliberal formula. Venezuela and Bolivia. 
 
Final reflections of the course.  


