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Course description 
This course studies the relation between Latin American cinema and the main aesthetic 

and content trends in Latin American literature (realism, surrealism, hyperrealism, 

postmodernism, dirty realism, etc.) from the mid-20
th

 century to the 21
st
 century, in 

order to highlight the forms of reappropriation of the cultural imaginaries in relation to 

the historical, social and cultural processes that occur throughout the Latin American 

continent at the same period. 

 

Objectives 

 

 Know and appreciate the stages of development of Latin American film and 

literature in their aesthetic-formal dimension and their relation to the historical-

cultural processes of the continent. 

 Evaluate various forms of reappropriation of the Latin American cultural 

imaginaries based on exemplary filmic texts (from Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, 

Colombia, Peru and Chile) 

 

 

Contents 

The concept of transculturation as a category of cultural analysis in Latin America: 

creative process of mixture, appropriation, and cultural crossover. For example: 

universal cinema and local identity or literary movements and individual identities. 

Overview of the history of cinema/literature in the 20
th

-21
st
 centuries in Latin America: 

years of development (1960), consolidation (1980) and world presence (2000). 

Cultural crossing between Latin American cinema and literature, world markets, and 

globalization. 

 

 

 

 



Methodology 

Integrated development of contents in each unit by the teacher, in order to orient 

students and allow them to apply these contents when viewing the films and reading the 

selected texts. 

 

Discussion, analysis, and interpretation of films, and brief essays (papers).  

 

 

Evaluation 

 

Oral discussions in class 20% 

Brief commentaries, 2 pages long (4)  40% (in total) (10% each) 

Final investigation 40% 

 

 

Class to class Schedule 

 

 

1. Introduction to cinema and literature in Latin America (20
th

 century) 

 

2. Viewing of: Diarios de Motocicleta - Walter Salles (2004) Brazil 

 

3. Presentation on early cinema in Latin America. The Mexican case. 

     Viewing of: El Coronel no tiene quien le escriba - Arturo Ripstein (1999)  México 

 

4. Group discussion I: Visions of North America and South America. 

Continue viewing and end of film. 

 

5. Contemporary documentary films in Brazil. 

Viewing of: El milagro de Candeal – Fernando Trueba / Carlihnos Brown (2004) 

Spain-Brazil 
 

6. Cinema in Brazil, Cuba, and Ecuador (negritude) 

Continue viewing and end of film. 

 

7. Colombian cinema: between drugs and salvation 

Viewing of: María llena eres de gracia - Joshua Marston (2004) Colombia 

 

8. Violence and creation in modern social contexts. 

Continue viewing and end of film 

 

9. Classic v/s modern documentary film in Chile 

Viewing of: Violeta Parra – Sergio Bravo (1958) Chile 

 

10. Literature of the country and the city. Text reading. 

Discussion around themes and styles. 

 

11. Historical cinema or period films v/s chronistic cinema in Latin America 

Viewing of: Subterra - Marcelo Ferrari (2004) Chile 

 



 

12. Genres and the modern industry of Latin American cinema 

Continue viewing and end of film 

 

13. Magic realism and fantastic cinema. 

Case: Alejandro Jodowrosky 

 

14. Surrealist literature, experimentation and complexity 

Text readings and group commentaries. 

 

15. Latin postmodern cinema within an incomplete modernity. 

Viewing of: Temporada de patos – Fernando Eimbcke (2004) México 

 

16. Political discourse, erotic discourse, identitary discourse. 

Continue viewing and end of film. 

 

17. Politics v/s art: craft or denunciation 

Group discussion III: difference between public and audience 

 

18. Mixed cinema in the transition to democracy 

Viewing of: El Secreto de sus ojos – Juan José Campanella (2009) Argentina/España 

 

19. Old codes and new discourses in contemporary Latin American cinema/literature 

Continue viewing and end of film 

 

20. Cinema in Chile from the 90s onwards. 

Viewing of: Play - Alicia Scherson (2005) Chile 

 

21. Latin cinema between the modern and postmodern imaginary 

Continue viewing and end of film. 

 

22. Latin American literature revisits its past (identity and memory) 

 

23. Chilean cinema and diversity 

Viewing of: En la cama – Matías Bize (2004) Chile  

 

24. Erotism and the metropolis. Solitude and desire in Latin literature. 

Continue viewing and end of film 

 

25. Contemporary cinema and literature in Chile: limits and margins in the industry 

Group discussion V: about scripts and narration 

 

26. Gender cinema: crossing of stories and landscape 

Viewing of: El Aura – Fabián Bielinsky (2009) Argentina 

 

27.  Cinema and literature of police genre in the southern Cone 

 

28. General considerations on digital cinema 

Viewing of: El hombre que copiaba – Jorge Furtado (2003) Brasil 

 



29. Reflection on the future of Latin American cinema 

Continue viewing and end of film 

 

30. Latin American cinema in the 21
st
 century: Sci-fi genre 

Viewing of: Fase 7 -  Jorge Silverstain (2008) México 

 

31. Latin American Science fiction literature in the 20
th

  and 21
st
  centuries 

Continue viewing and end of film. 

 

32. Cuban cinema: between rhythm and violence 

Viewing of: Antes que anochezca – Julian Schabell (2006) Cuba-USA 

 

33. Violence and creation in modern social contexts 

Continue viewing and end of film 

 

34. Youth identity, generational rebellion 

Viewing of: Prohibido Prohibir – Jorge Durán (2007) Brazil 

 

35. Latin American socio-economic and age contexts 

Continue viewing and end of film. 

 

36. Mixed cinema of the transition to democracy 

Viewing of: Tinta Roja – Francisco Lombardi (2005) Perú 

 

37. Transition to democracy in Latin America 

Continue viewing and end of film 

 

38. Latin postmodern cinema within an incomplete modernity 

Group discussion: imagination v/s fantasy in art 

 

39. Genres and modern industry of Latin American literature 

Discussion and text reading. 

 

40. Marginality and crime 

Viewing of: La vendedora de rosas – Víctor Gaviria (1996) Venezuela 

 

41: Political discourse and ethical discourse 

Continue viewing and end of film 

 

42: Humor and politics in Latin America 

Viewing of: El baño de Papa – Enrique Fernández (2008) Uruguay 

 

43: Political and ethical discourse through humor 

Continue viewing and end of film 

 

44: Political discourse, erotic discourse, and identitary discourse 

Viewing of: Fresa y chocolate - Tomás Gutiérrez Alea (1994) Cuba 

 

45: Old codes and new discourses in contemporary Latin American cinema 

Continue viewing and end of film 



 

 

46: Content review. Attendance and special cases. 

 

47: Exam and final situation of the course 

 

 

 
 

 


