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Course description 

This course proposes the thesis that the description and explanation of the globalization 

process is inextricably linked to our understanding of the main characteristics of the 

evolution of capitalist world-economy.  This approach is certainly at odds with the main 

conventional appraisal of this phenomenon.  It is in this general context that social justice 

can be properly analyzed in Chile, as well as in the rest of the countries of Latin America. 

 

 

Rationale and Impact of Course 

In order to understand the main thesis formerly mentioned, the course will undertake the 

following:  

 

a)  Review of conventional and critical theories of the globalization process. 

 

b) Empirical assessment of the evolution of some dimensions of globalization and the 

behavior of socio-economic indicators related to poverty and inequality in LatinAmerican 

countries, with particular reference to Chile.  

 

It is expected that these theoretical and empirical endeavors will contribute to a better 

understanding of this phenomenon, as well as to the conceptualization of appropriate 

policymaking at national and global levels.  

 

 

Learning Outcomes and Expected Student Competencies  
 

Students will: 

 Learn new approaches to critically analyze globalization from political, social 

economical and cultural points of view. 

 Learn the impact of present effects of capitalistic globalization on a personal level 

and within the cultural milieu.  

 Learn tools to make widely know the different dimensions of the crisis of the 

Capitalist World-Economy.  
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Course Requirements 

 

Students are expected to attend and participate in all course activities: 

 

a) Lectures by professor 

b) Oral presentations by students 

c) Class discussions 

d) Guest speaker lectures  

e) Fieldwork 

 

Evaluation  

a) Oral presentations by students. This will be adjusted according to the number of 

students participating in the course The oral exposition will carry 50% of the final 

assessment.  

b) Written essay which will carry 50% of the final grade. 

 

 

Course units 

 

a) Revisiting critical and conventional interpretations of globalization, including Immanuel 

Wallerstein, Manuel Castells and Jürgen Habermas outstanding conceptual contributions.  

 

b) ECLAC empirical research on various aspects of globalization. Those identified in b) 

and c) are good examples which can also be subject to intensive examination. 

 

c) Liberalization of trade and trade integration; changes in poverty indicators. 

 

d) Features of public policies related to the Washington Consensus and its effects on ocio-

economic indicators ( income, employment, poverty, equality) 

 

e) Features of public policies adopted by some countries of the region, such as Chile, at 

variance with Washington Consensus. Critical research by Ricardo Ffrench–Davis, 

Alejandro Foxley and others are worthy of  indepth study.  

 

f) Effects of external shock episodes on Gross Domestic Product (GDP) employment and 

income levels (1990  and 2000  episodes). 

 

g) Perception of income distribution unfairness. 

 

h) Democratic and non democratic regimes and extent of globalization. 

 

i) Discussion on the empirical measurement of globalization and its main dimensions in 

economic, social and political and cultural spheres. 
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j) Relationships between globalization and democratization. 

 

k) Relationship between globalization and distributive justice within national-states and 

among nation-states.   

  

l) Global governance of economic globalization (this includes issues related to UN  reform 

and proposals for a new global political order. Cosmopolitan society, global 

constitutionalism, “the society of people”). 

 

As the course progresses, the units will be divided into various sessions to be determined. 

This will depend on the number of students and the compulsory readings. 

  

 


