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NAME Ecoliterature/ Ecocriticism: 

                        Representations of Nature in Contemporary Latin American Literature  

CODE  PIIE 415 

HOURS 60 

CREDITS 4 

 

Description of the course 

Latin America has been traditionally represented as a virgin land, where the exuberance of 

its nature -the enormous mountain chains, crystalline rivers, deep jungle- appears as fixed 

postcards where, like in a stable scenario, human beings arise as innocent creatures living in 

harmony with their environment. But, what happens at the ending of the XX century, where 

the contamination of the urban centers and the expropriation of land to increment the 

density of the cities is a tangible reality? How are these changes seen by literature? What 

line of continuity can we find from Humboldt´s  diary-who described in the XIX century 

the southern cone as pristine nature- to the Mexican author José Emilio Pacheco, who lives 

in the most contaminated city (of the world), Mexico city? What changes can we find in the 

traditional symbols like the ocean, the woods and the jungle, when they are evidently 

contaminated, cut off and in their ways to disappear? What is the role of eco-tourism and 

what contact can we found between that economic activity and literary representations? 

These are some of the questions we will answer in this course. We will read literary texts 

from different genres that will allow us to discuss this changing statue of nature in 

contemporary Latin America. 

 

 Course learning objectives 

With the successful completion of this course, students will grow in their ability to: 

 

 Discover and recognize the different ways in which literary texts represent nature 

 

 Discuss the “legacy of dominion” as a stereotypical rhetoric of nature writing in 

Latin America 

 

 Criticize concepts that have been historically naturalized, such as landscape and 

wilderness 

 

 Analyze the different ways of “sightseeing” in contemporary Latin American 

literature 

 

 Compare and discuss the main differences between texts that represent nature in the 

beginning of the XX century and in the XXI century 
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 Develop a personal opinion and point of view of Latin American nature, stepping 

away from stereotypes 

 Become familiar with a group of well known contemporary Latin American authors  

 

Course Themes 

 

 Ecocriticism: 

 A theoretical approach for understanding the representation of nature in 

literature 

 

 Latin America as nature: 

 Wilderness and the jungle in Horacio Quiroga´s short stories 

 

 Mexico in Ruins: 

 Homero Aridjis and José Emilio Pacheco 

 

 Desacralization of traditional poetic metaphors and symbols: 

 Nicanor Parra´s Artefactos and Ecopoems 

 Pablo Neruda´s posthumous poems 

 

 Gea, our mother earth:  

 Woman and nature in Gabriela Mistral  

 

 

Course Methodology  

 

Throughout the course, discussion and debates in class are stimulated.  For that reason 

sessions are programmed by: 

 

 General presentations of the topics and themes to be analyzed oriented by the 

instructor. 

 

 Previous studying of the texts assigned so that students can be prepared to discuss 

the readings and ask relevant questions. 

 

 1 Field trip is considered as a fundamental part of the learning process, and it is 

organized so that students can experience what they are theoretically discussing.  
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Course Evaluation 

 

 Active participation in class discussions  

 

 Reading comprehension quizzes and tests 

 

 Critical essays based on proposed topics 

 

 Oral presentations 

 

 

Book review selection for the course 

 

Theoretical texts: 

 

 Bate, Jonathan  The song of the earth 

 

 Buell, Lawrence  The environmental imagination: Thoreau, Nature writing, and the 

formation of American culture 

 

 Coupe, Laurence (Ed.) The green studies reader. From Romanticism to Ecocriticsm 

 

 Elder, John   Imagining the earth: Poetry and the vision of nature 

 

 Glotfelty, Cheryll and Fromm, Harold (Eds.) The ecocriticism reader. Landmarks in 

literary ecology 

 

 

Literary Texts: 

 

 Aridjis, Homero Eyes to see otherwise ; Solar Poems 

 

 Mistral, Gabriela Complete Poetry 

 

 Neruda, Pablo Complete Poetry Volume III 

 

 Quiroga, Horacio The decapitated chicken and other stories 

 

 Pachecho, José Emilio The Works of the sea; City of memory and other poems; The 

silence of the moon 

 

 Parra, Nicanor Complete Poetry Volume II 

 

 


