
 
Course Title: Spain today: from Franco to the Iphone 6 
Course Code: MALL SPAN 390S 
Subject: History, Economy, Sociology 
Credits: 3 
Semester/Term: ☐ Semester                                 

☐ J-Term                                              
☒ Summer                                       

  
Course 
Description: 

Spain has experienced profound changes since the 1970s, particularly after 
the death of general Franco, who ruled the country from 1939 to 1975 as a 
consequence of a Civil War. From being one the poorest, most isolated 
countries in Europe, Spain has risen, crashed, risen and crashed again and is 
currently immersed, like many other countries in the EU and the world, in a 
deep financial crisis. This course aims at providing a broad, informative, and 
engaging view of Spain´s current political and social issues: the Catalan 
independence debate, immigration, corruption, financial crisis, end of ETA 
(Basque terrorist group), issues of immigration, nationalism, political 
corruption, gender, unemployment, the housing bubble, the renewed 
debate over the Civil War, religion, and sexuality among other topics. The 
course will emphasized student participation and textual and audiovisual 
materials. 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
 
Tremlett, G. (2012). Ghosts of Spain (2nd ed). London: Faber and Faber . ISBN: 
978-0-571-27939-5. Cost: TBD 
 
Additional Readings and Resources 
 Articles and power-point lecture slides are available from the instructor on 
the course Blackboard site through Arcadia University.  
 
 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Participation  20 % 

2. First Short Paper  20 %   

3. Second Short Paper 20 %  

4. Final Exam 40 % 

Total  100% 
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Learning 
Outcomes and/or 
Expected Student 
Competencies and 
Assessment 
Measures: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 Course Requirement that will be 
used to assess the student’s 
achievement of this outcome 

Identify and explain the most 
relevant political, economic, and 
social issues that have occurred in 
Spain in the last decades 

Exam 

Analyze the roots of political and 
social discomfort in Spain 

Short paper 

Analyze the deep transformations 
in Spain´s civil society 

Short paper 

Engage in conversations about 
current topics in Spain in an 
informed manner. 

Participation  

 
Course Outline: Session Topic 

Session 1  Orientation 

Session 2 Introduction  
Reading: pp. xi-xxviii 

Session 3 The Spanish Civil War 
Reading: pp. 3-33 

Session 4 Franco’s dictatorship 
Reading: pp. 34-68 

Session 5 The transition to democracy 
Reading: pp. 69-95 

Session 6 The tourism boom 
Reading: pp. 96-128 

Session 7 Political corruption  
Reading: pp. 129-255 

Session 8 Religion and sexuality 
Reading: pp. 195-220 
First short paper due: “Spanish Civil War and Franco’s 
regime” 

Session 9 Music and gipsies 
Reading: 156-194 

Session 10 Gender issues, healthcare and the young 
Reading: pp. 221-245 

©Arcadia University | The College of Global Studies  2 
 



 
Session 11 Catalan nationalism 

Reading: pp. 281-323 
Session 12 The rise of Podemos (audiovisual) 

Group presentation  
Session 13 The political party landscape of Spain—who’s who? 

Session 14 NO CLASS (holiday) 

Session 15 Tradition and innovation 
Reading: pp.396-419 
Second paper due: free topic 

Session 16 The financial crisis 
Reading: 420-454 

Session 17 Wrap-up 
FINAL EXAM DUE 

 
Other Policies: Expectations 

Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation 
for classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions 
and appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions 
to the course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding 
principle for professional behavior and extends to all communications, 
including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class 
discussions are expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or 
through Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic 
submissions is plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual 
or attempted use of resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic 
submissions. Students caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. 
Fabrication is the falsification or creation of data, research or resources to 
support academic submissions, and cause for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
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Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling 
into the program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate 
arrangements can be made.  

Prerequisites: No prerequisites.  
Country and 
Program 
Connection 
(optional): 

The course allows students to understand the recent history of Spain and the 
relevance that certain political and economic decisions have in the place 
where they study. In particular, it helps students participate in conversations 
and discussions of current topics about their environment in an informed 
way. 
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