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Course Title: The Crucible of London: An Exploration of Superdiversity 
Course Code: LONS SOCL 149 (GCR101) 
Subject: Sociology  
Credits: 2 credits 
Semester/Term: ☒ Semester                                 

☐ J-Term                                              
☐ Summer                                       

  
Course Description: Concepts and sociological tools to make sense of a globalizing world across the 20th 

century, such as multi-culturalism and diversity, are subject to increasing 
refinement or marginalization in favor of newer ideas, including inter-culturalism 
and super-diversity. London lays a claim to be one of, if not the foremost, 
exemplars of these phenomena: the universal city. Well-established academic 
resources have addressed the study of multi-culturalism. This course focuses on the 
dynamics of where cultures converge, resulting in cross-cultural connections. 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
 

1. Cantle T, Interculturalism: The New Era of Cohesion and Diversity, Palgrave 
MacMillan, 2012. ISBN: 978-1-137-02746-7; Cost: To Be Determined. 

 
2.  Hall T, Salaam Brick Lane, John Murray, 2006. ISBN:  978-0719565564; 

Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. “Letter to America”: students will 
write an open letter, as if to an 
American newspaper, describing 
their early experiences of London 
as a center for cross-cultural 
activity. 

10% 

2. Blog post 1 and blog post 2:  
Students will blog about one of the 
activities that has immersed them 
into a cross-cultural environment in 
the first 6 weeks of the semester 
and offer their reflections, informed 
by and with reference to class 

15% 
(2x assignment = 30%)   
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seminars and readings. 
 
3. Academic essay 1:  Students will 

select one essay topic from a range 
of 4 options to write about. 
 
Each essay topic will explore one 
element of the course and the 
supporting class readings. The essay 
should be no less than 2000 words 
in length and supported by in-text 
citation/footnotes plus a full 
bibliography. 

20%  
(2 x assignment = 40%) 

4. End of semester presentation: Each 
student will offer a 7- 10 minute 
oral presentation under the broad 
theme of “Cross Cultural 
Experiences in the Global City.” 
Across the second half of the 
semester each student will receive 
tutorial support in identifying a 
specific element from the course to 
research in more depth and present 
to the class 

20% 

Total  100% 
 

Learning Outcomes 
and/or Expected 
Student 
Competencies and 
Assessment 
Measures: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
Course Requirement that will be used 
to assess the student’s achievement 
of this outcome 

Interpret aspects of other cultures and 
intercultural spaces in relation to their 
own with greater sophistication and 
accuracy. 
 

Students will write an open letter, as if 
to an American newspaper, describing 
their early experiences of London as a 
center for cross-cultural activity. 

Gain a deeper knowledge of historical, 
political, scientific, cultural and/or 
socioeconomic interconnections 
within London as a hub of 

Students will blog about one of the 
activities that has immersed them into 
a “super-diverse” environment  and 
offer their reflections, informed by 
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superdiversity and between the 
London and UK experience and the 
USA. 
 

and with reference to class seminars 
and readings. 

Identify global interdependencies and 
explain the need to address complex 
global issues across national and 
disciplinary boundaries. 
 

Students will select one essay topic 
from a range of options, but all 
contextualized within the phenomenon 
of interdependence, and exploring 
connections and relationships that 
cross geographic and cultural 
boundaries. 
 

Analyze power relations as they 
investigate the dynamics of global and 
local transactions as applied to a social 
problem important to them. 
 

Students will blog about one of the 
activities that has expanded their 
understanding of the issues of inequity 
and power relations between nations 
in the global setting and between 
people at the societal level and offer 
their reflections, informed by and with 
reference to class seminars and 
readings. 

 

Course Outline:  
Session Topic 
Session 1  London: The Cross-Cultural Crucible. 

Session 2 Meal at Lebanese restaurant  Edgware Road/curry in Brick 
Lane. 

Session 3 Arts and Interculturalism: Visit to “Bend It Like Beckham” 
theatre musical. 

Session 4 Reflection session: Cross Cultural Consumerism. 

Session 5 Superdiversity and cultural interactions. 

Session 6 Visit to UK Parliament to attend meeting of All Party 
Parliamentary Group. 

Session 7 Self-guided visit to Victoria and Albert museum (Black Theatre 
and Performance). 

Session 8 Reflection session: Power and Equity in Cross Cultural Spaces. 
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Session 9 Attendance at public lecture at School of Oriental and African 
Studies. 

Session 10 Inter-cultural Dialogue. 
St Ethelburgas Centre for Peace and Reconciliation. 

Session 11 Attendance at Vaisakhi Festival (Sikh religion) in Trafalgar 
Square. 

Session 12 Face to face, side by side: Interculturalism and the future of 
cross cultural connectivity. 

 

Other Policies: Expectations 
Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for 
classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and 
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the 
course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for 
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions 
are expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or 
through Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is 
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use 
of resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students 
caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the 
falsification or creation of data, research or resources to support academic 
submissions, and cause for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the 
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program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements 
can be made.  

Prerequisites: N/A 
Country and 
Program 
Connection: 

London lays a claim to be one of, if not the foremost exemplars of, the phenomena 
of interculturalism and superdiversity: the universal city. Well-established academic 
resources have addressed the study of multi-culturalism. This course focuses on the 
dynamics of where cultures converge, resulting in cross-cultural connections. 

  
 


