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Course Title: Britain and the EU 
Course Code: LONS PSUK 251 
Subject: Political Science 
Credits: 4 
Semester/Term: ☒ Semester                                 

☐ J-Term                                            
☐ Summer                                                                     

  
Course Description: This course examines the impact of European integration on British politics, 

policymaking and political culture since the middle of the twentieth century. The 
effects of the legacies of Great Power and Imperial status upon its relationship to 
European integration will be examined. Whilst this course will examine the 
interaction of successive British governments and the dynamics of party politics in 
the shaping of European policy, it will also employ a broader sociological and 
historical perspective to determine whether or not Britain was a ‘reluctant 
European’ before joining the EEC in 1973 and an ‘awkward partner’ ever since 
accession. 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
You will receive a course pack for this course from Arcadia.  
 
N. J. Crowson, Britain and Europe. A Political History since 1918, Routledge, London, 
2011. ISBN: 0415400201; Cost: To Be Determined  
 
Geddes, Britain and European Union, Palgrave Macmillan, 2013. ISBN: 0230291953; 
Cost: To Be Determined  

 
D. Gowland, A. Turner and A. Wright, Britain and European Integration since 1945, 
Routledge, 2010. ISBN: 0415322138; Cost: To Be Determined  
 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Written essay [2500 words] 40% 

2. Written essay [2500 words] 40 

3. Class presentation 10% 

4. Class participation 10% 

Total  100% 
 

Learning Outcomes 
and/or Expected 
Student 
Competencies: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
1. Analyze key political developments in Britain in the second half of the 

twentieth and the beginning of the twenty-first centuries. 
2. Assess culture and identity in general, and in relation to issues 
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concerning British and European identity. 
3. Examine the ideological and policy transformations affecting the 

modern British polity. 
4. Explain the path of British development when compared with 

influential alternative paths. 
5. Communicate knowledge in sophisticated oral and written 

presentations 
 

Course Outline:  
Session Topic 
Session 1  Britain and Europe: Historical and Political Background 

Session 2 Britain, the Second World War and the Origins of the Cold 
War, 1939-1949 

Session 3 Roads to Rome, 1949-1957 

Session 4 Europe at Sixes and Sevens, 1956-1963 

Session 5 The Accession Negotiations, 1963-1973 

Session 6 Wilson and Callaghan: 1964-1979 

Session 7 Thatcher and Europe: Renegotiating the Budget, 1979-1984 

Session 8 Thatcher and Europe: Marriage of Convenience, 1984-1990? 

Session 9 John Major and Europe: At the Heart of Europe, 1990-1997? 

Session 10 Blair, Brown and Europe: A New Paradigm or the Same Old 
Story, 1997-2010? 

Session 11 Continuation of Week 10 

Session 12 The Cameron-Clegg Coalition Government since 2010 

Session 13 The Cameron Government: Renegotiation of Membership and 
the Referendum: An Overview of the Course 

 
Other Policies: Expectations 

Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for 
classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and 
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the 
course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for 
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions 
are expected from every student in every class session. 
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ARCADIA has a strict policy about course attendance. Illness or family emergencies 
may require a student’s absence. Such an absence must be documented by a 
physician’s note or by consultation with the Arcadia University London Office prior 
to the absence. The office will inform the Direction of the circumstances requiring 
the absence. The Director will have the final decision on the disposition of an 
absence. The absent student is always responsible for assignments missed.  
 
Unexcused absences from exams are not permitted and will result in failure of the 
exam. If you are granted an excused absence from examination (with authorization, 
as above), your lecturer will decide how you will make-up the assessment 
component, if at all (by make-up examination, extra coursework, or an increased 
weighting on alternate assessment component, etc.).  
 
Arrival at work or class more than ten minutes late or leaving the class early will be 
considered an absence. More than one unexcused may result in the lowering of the 
final mark. 
 
Please note that for classes involving a field study experience or other external 
visit, transportation difficulties are never grounds for an excused absence. It is the 
student’s responsibility to arrive at an agreed meeting point in a punctual and 
timely fashion.  
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or through 
Intranet postings. 
 
Submission of Work 
Written work due in class must be submitted as per the lecturer’s instruction, by 
the stated deadline. For mitigating/extenuating circumstances to be considered you 
must contact Emily Wescott in the Arcadia Academic Office. Work submitted within 
seven days after the submission time without an agreed extension receives a 
penalty of one letter grade reduction. Written work submitted more than seven 
days after the submission date without an agreed extension fails and is given a zero. 
End of semester assignments must be submitted on time and before departing the 
country.  
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is 
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use of 
resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students 
caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the falsification 
or creation of data, research or resources to support academic submissions, and cause 
for disciplinary action. 
 
Classroom Etiquette 
Eating is no permitted in any classrooms. Kindly dispose of rubbish in the bins 
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provided. Please keep you mobile phones on silent/off in class. Electronic devices 
must be put away during class unless you are asked to use them for class purposes.  
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Failure to submit or fulfill any required course components results in failure of the 
class 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the 
program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements 
can be made.  
 

Prerequisites: None 
 

  
 


