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Course Title: Politics of Protest 1640 to Present  
Course Code: LONS PSPT 240 
Subject: Political Science, History 
Credits: 4 
Semester/Term: ☒ Semester                                 

☐ J-Term                                              
☐ Summer                                                                 

  
Course 
Description: 

Look in any paper and you will see that the world has grown tired of 
politicians. Everywhere new forms of protest are appearing. From the rise of 
Anonymous, to Wikileaks, to Occupy and the Arab Spring populations are 
reinventing the way we protest when authority seems to be ignoring us. In 
recent years there has been an overwhelming feeling that traditional politics 
have failed and that ideas such as environmentalism and anarchism might be 
the answer, realigning the concept of left and right inherited from the 
French Revolution and exemplified by the Cold War. Much of modern 
protest is decided by new media, but much still takes place on the streets.  
  
How do people make their voices heard? What are the origins of ideas of 
people's democracy, social democracy and personal freedom and what role 
does the organized political party play in revolutionary protest? Starting in 
the 1640s, in England, with people like John Lilburne and the Levellers and 
Gerard Winstanley and his proto-communists, the course will explore the 
ideas of republicanism, anarchism, Marxism, environmentalism, anti-
imperialism and fascism in a global context using film, novels, pamphlets, 
speakers and outings to understand the origins and formation of current 
contemporary alternative politics. This course explores the ways that 
ordinary people have fought for freedom and equality.    
 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
There will be a course pack with all the weekly readings, nevertheless 
students should obtain the following: 
 
Albert Camus, The Rebel: An Essay on Man in Revolt. ISBN: 0679733841; 
Cost: To Be Determined  
 
William Morris, New from Nowhere. ISBN: 0140433309; Cost: To Be 
Determined  
 
Edward Fawcett, Hartman the Anarchist. ISBN: B004ZMVU58; Cost: To Be 
Determined  
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Edward Abbey ,The Monkey Wrench Gang. ISBN: 0061129763; Cost: To Be 
Determined  
 
Franz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth. ISBN: 0802141323; Cost: To Be 
Determined  
 
Tom Paine, Common Sense (any edition). ISBN: 0140390162; Cost: To Be 
Determined  
 
Max Stirner, The Ego and Its Own: The Case of the Individual Against 
Authority. ISBN: 0946061009; Cost: To Be Determined  
 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Mid-term essay: 2500 words 40 % 

2. End of term presentation  20 %   

3. Exam 40 %  

Total  100% 
 
 

Learning 
Outcomes and/or 
Expected Student 
Competencies: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
1. Provide an overview of historical debates surrounding the politics, 

sociology and culture of world radical and revolutionary politics. 
2. Analyze and apply theoretical concepts and arguments to 

conventional political frameworks 
3. Discuss key issues and theories of revolutionary, radical and 

alternative politics 
4. Demonstrate an ability to read a range of texts, in particular 

primary texts, critically, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses 
of different arguments 

5. Demonstrate an ability to communicate accurately and clearly, 
orally and in writing, using structured and coherent arguments 

 
 

Course Outline: Session Topic 
Session 1  Introduction: Occupy Wall Street and the Tradition of 

Protest  
Session 2 The English Civil War and Revolution 
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Session 3 The American and French Experiences 

Session 4 Walking Tour of Radical East End 

Session 5 Socialism and Individualism 

Session 6 Anarchism 
Session 7 Communism 

Session 8 Anti-Imperialism 

Session 9 Right-Wing Revolution 

Session 10 Environmentalism 

Session 11 Human Rights 

Session 12 Presentations 

Session 13 Exam 

 
Other Policies: Expectations 

Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation 
for classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions 
and appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions 
to the course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding 
principle for professional behavior and extends to all communications, 
including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class 
discussions are expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or 
through Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic 
submissions is plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual 
or attempted use of resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic 
submissions. Students caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. 
Fabrication is the falsification or creation of data, research or resources to 
support academic submissions, and cause for disciplinary action. 
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Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling 
into the program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate 
arrangements can be made.  

Prerequisites: Students should have reasonable working knowledge of political and social 
theory. This class is not for ab initio students. 

  
 


