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Course Title: Journalism: News and Feature Writing  
Course Code: LONS JPLN 110 
Subject: Journalism, Communication 
Credits: 4 
Semester/Term: ☒ Semester                                 

☐ J-Term                                              
☐ Summer                                                                                         

  
Course Description: This hands-on class teaches students how to write clear, accurate and engaging 

newspaper and magazine articles. Workshops simulating a newsroom environment 
encourage them to explore newsgathering, news writing, feature writing, 
researching, interviewing, and discuss ethical issues.  
 
The course introduces students to a diverse range of UK publications, including 
broadsheets, tabloids and magazine supplements in print and online. Students 
critically assess the material and identify the different styles, values and approaches 
taken by different publications.  They explore the fundamentals of practical 
journalism, including using English effectively and developing editing and 
proofreading skills.  They learn how to find story ideas, research them and turn 
them into compelling stories.  
 
The skills learned in this class are relevant for print and online journalism, but are 
also useful for those working on in-house newsletters, reports or wanting to 
develop their general written communication skills. 
 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
Each student will select a newspaper (broadsheet or tabloid) and will have to read 
and analyze it assiduously (print and online; daily and weekend, including weekend 
magazines); review its news and feature coverage, look at its style, tone, audience 
and slant; and discuss them with the class.  
 
There are no required textbooks asides from the course notes and newspapers, but 
the Keeble and Evans books are highly recommended (see supplemental texts) 
 
Additional Readings and Resources 
Keeble, Richard, Print Journalism: a critical introduction, (Routledge 2005). ISBN: 
0415358825; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Evans, Harold, Essential English for Journalists, Editors and Writers (Pimlico, 2000). 
ISBN: 0712664475; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Hicks, Wynford, Writing for Journalists, second edition (Routledge, 2006). ISBN: 
0415184452; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
McNair, Brian, News and Journalism in the UK, (Routledge, 2006). ISBN: 
041541072X; Cost: To Be Determined. 



 

©Arcadia University | The College of Global Studies  2 
 

  
Keeble, Richard, The Newspapers Handbook (Routledge, 2005). ISBN: 0415331145; 
Cost: To Be Determined. 
  
Marr, Andrew, My Trade – A short history of British journalism, Pan 2004. ISBN: 
0330411926; Cost: To Be Determined. 
  
Waugh, Evelyn, Scoop – a novel about journalists, (Penguin Modern Classics). ISBN: 
B0087K6LE4; Cost: To Be Determined. 
  
Wolfe, Tom, The New Journalism, (Picador Books). ISBN: 0060471832;  
Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Additional Required Equipment 
Laptop, access to printer, notepad, pens 

 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Assessment 1 25 % 

2. Assessment 2 40 % 

3. Assessment 3 20 % 

4. Participation 15 % 

Total  100% 
 
Assessment #1 
News writing assignment: Writing a 400/500-word news story for a broadsheet (in-
class timed assignment). Skills to be displayed include: The ability to write a news 
article fluently and clearly; knowledge of the structure and essential components of 
a news piece; meeting a deadline; extra marks for incisive, clear and fluid writing.   
 
Assessment #2 
Features assignment: Writing a 1,200-word feature on a topic of your choice with a 
particular publication in mind. Skills to be displayed include:  Finding a strong story 
idea with a good peg; the ability to use appropriate feature structure and recognize 
what makes an interesting article; a clear argument or angle which is sustained 
throughout the piece; originality; interviewing skills; writing with flair; ability to 
target your material and writing style to your chosen publication; factual accuracy; 
ability to undertake research; clear, fluent English and lively prose. List your sources 
and contact details. Explain how you would adapt your piece to publish it online. 
 
Assessment #3 
Review assignment: Watching a television programme, then writing a 400/450-
word review for a broadsheet (in-class timed assignment): Skills to be displayed 
include: knowledge of the essential components of a review; ability to write fluently 
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and clearly using appropriate structure; meet a deadline; give a reasoned argument 
and produce interesting insights. 

Learning Outcomes 
and/or Expected 
Student 
Competencies: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
1. List and discuss the essential characteristics of news and feature 

journalism 
2. Discuss different media styles and market 
3. Recognize, select and obtain important and relevant information from 

written and verbal sources. 
4. Develop story ideas and write clear, engaging and balanced articles for 

newspapers and magazines. 
 

Course Outline: Session Topic 
Session 1  Introduction and Overview of British newspapers and 

magazines 
Session 2 News Value 

Session 3 News Writing 

Session 4 Newspaper language and style 

Session 5 In-class writing assignment 

Session 6 Features writing 

Session 7 BBC TV Centre  or Evening Standard visit 

Session 8 Interviews 

Session 9 Research 
Draft peer edit 

Session 10 Guardian newspaper visit 

Session 11 Reviews 
Social media 
Features due 

Session 12 In-class review test 

 
Other Policies: Expectations 

Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for 
classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and 
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the 
course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for 
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
 



 

©Arcadia University | The College of Global Studies  4 
 

 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions 
are expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or through 
Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is 
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use of 
resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students 
caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the falsification 
or creation of data, research or resources to support academic submissions, and cause 
for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the 
program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements 
can be made.  

Prerequisites: Indicate specific courses or experiences students must have had in order to be 
permitted to enroll in the course or whether permission of the instructor is 
required. 

Country and 
Program 
Connection: 

Indicate the relevance of the course to the country within which it takes place and 
how it engages the student in the community/country, and demonstrate how the 
course fits into the overall program. 

  
 


