
 
 

Instructor (s): Dr. Jyoti Saraswati 
Email: Js6258@nyu.edu 
Course Title: Developing Economies: Social, Political and Economic Change  
Course Code: LONS HIRP 350S 
Subject: History 
Credits: 3 
Semester/Term: ☐ Spring                                    

☐ Fall                                                
☒ Summer                                       

  
Course 
Description: 

Over the past two decades developing countries (DCs) have become 
increasingly significant in issues and debates in international relations, global 
business and geopolitics. This module aims to provide students with an 
integrated understanding of social, political and economic change in DCs and 
its interconnections with the wider world. Drawing on approaches from 
international political economy and comparative political sociology, it will 
provide in-depth analyses of the relations between DCs and advanced 
capitalist countries (ACCs), important trends within the developing world, 
and the major development-related issues of the 21st century.  

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
There is no one required text. Selected readings from a wide variety of 
sources – including investment bank research reports, book chapters, 
academic and media articles – will be provided as hard copies in class at the 
end of each session.  
 
For students wishing to extend their reading portfolio, there are several texts 
which provide engaging international political economy analyses of 
development issues. These are listed below and can be found in all major 
bookstores.  
 
Additional Readings and Resources 
Chang, H-J. (2003) Kicking Away the Ladder: Development Strategy in 
Historical Perspective, Anthem Press. 
 
Emmott, B. (2009). Rivals: How the Power Struggle between China, India and 
Japan will Shape Our Next Decade, Mariner 
 
Ferguson, N. (2004) Empire: How Britain Made the Modern World, Penguin 
 
Wallerstein, I. (1980) The Modern World System, Pluto. 
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Zakaria, F. (2009) The Post-American World: And the Rise of the Rest, 
Penguin. 
 
Suggested Co-Curricular Activities   
Both the London School of Economics (LSE) and the School of Oriental and 
African Studies (SOAS) provide an excellent array of talks and lectures on 
issues related to development and the developing world by esteemed 
scholars, journalists, politicians and thinkers each week. They are usually 
open to the public and free of charge. Students are recommended to try and 
attend one talk a week. A list of talks can be found at each school’s website – 
www.lse.ac.uk/ www.soas.ac.uk. 
 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Assessment 1: Midterm 30 % 

2. Assessment 2: Student Report and 
Presentation 60 %   

3. Class Participation 10 %  

Total  100% 
 
1. Assessment 1: Mid-term Exam: 30% 
Set and due in session 7  
 
2. Assessment 2: Student Report and Presentation: 60% 
Set in session 3 and due in session 12 
 
Students will each be assigned a developing country and will be expected to 
write a political economy handbook (up to 5000 words long) on the nation 
and give a 10-20 minute presentation of it to the class.  
 
3. Class Participation [10%] 
All sessions 1- 12 
 
Students are expected to arrive on time. As discussion and debate is a key 
element in this class, students are expected to listen while other members of 
the class speak and refrain from talking over them. In addition, the use of 
laptops and mobiles in class is prohibited, as is eating. The breaking of the 
class rules as outlined above will be penalized. 
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*Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure 
of the class 

Learning 
Outcomes and/or 
Expected Student 
Competencies: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcome 
1. Debate the role of power and conflict in the origins of the 

North-South divide and the creation of the developing world, 
and their continuing importance in determining the trading and 
investment relations between developing and advanced 
capitalist countries. 

2. Demonstrate an integrated knowledge of how competition and 
cooperation between a variety of different political and 
economic interests within, and across, borders has shaped, and 
continues to shape, the developing world. 

3. Demonstrate advanced analytical ability and critical thinking 
capacity. 

4. Articulate cogent, coherent arguments supported by facts and 
figures.  

5. Comprehend and interpret contemporary and emergent issues 
in the developing world (and their wider implications) through 
reflection on the empirical knowledge and analytical aptitude 
imparted by the module.  

 
Course Outline: Session Topic 

Session 1  Introduction to the Module 

Session 2 Transitioning from Feudalism to Capitalism 

Session 3 Democratization and Secularization 

Session 4 Colonialism and Decolonization 

Session 5 Modernizing Regimes and their Enemies 

Session 6 Understanding Dynamic East Asia 

Session 7 Mid-term Exam 

Session 8 Drivers and Effects of Immigration 

Session 9 Understanding Foreign Direct Investment 

Session 10 Drivers and Effects of Aid Flows 

Session 11 Understanding Political Violence 
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Session 12 Student Presentations 

 

Other Policies: Expectations 
Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation 
for classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions 
and appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions 
to the course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding 
principle for professional behavior and extends to all communications, 
including e-mail.  
 
Attendance Policy 
Arcadia has a strict policy about course attendance. Illness or family 
emergencies may require a student's absence.  Such an absence must be 
documented by a physician's note or by consultation with the Arcadia 
University London Office prior to the absence.  The Office will inform the 
Director of the circumstances requiring the absence.  The Director will have 
the final decision on the disposition of an absence.  The absent student is 
always responsible for assignments missed. 
 
Unexcused absences from exams are not permitted and will result in failure 
of the exam.  If you are granted an excused absence from examination (with 
authorisation, as above), your lecturer will decide how you will make-up the 
assessment component, if at all (by make-up examination, extra coursework, 
or an increased weighting on an alternate assessment component, etc.).   
   
Arrival at work or class more than ten minutes late or leaving the class early 
will be considered an absence.  More than one unexcused may result in the 
lowering of the final mark. 
 
Please note that for classes involving a field study experience or other 
external visit, transportation difficulties are never grounds for an excused 
absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to arrive at an agreed meeting 
point in a punctual and timely fashion.   
 
Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class 
discussions are expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Submission of Work 
Written work due in class must be submitted as per the lecturers instruction, 
by the stated deadline.  For mitigating/extenuating circumstances to be 
considered, you must contact Emily Wescott in the Arcadia Academic Office.  
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Work submitted within seven days after the submission time without an 
agreed extension receives a penalty of one letter grade reduction.  Written 
work submitted more than seven days after the submission date without an 
agreed extension fails and is given a zero.  End of semester assessments 
must be submitted on time and before departing the country. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or 
through Intranet postings. 
 
Classroom Etiquette 
Eating is not permitted in any classrooms. Kindly dispose of rubbish in the bins 
provided. Please keep your mobile phones on silent/off in class.  Electronic 
devices must be put away during class unless you are asked to use them for 
class purposes.   
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic 
submissions is plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual 
or attempted use of resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic 
submissions. Students caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. 
Fabrication is the falsification or creation of data, research or resources to 
support academic submissions, and cause for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling 
into the program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate 
arrangements can be made.  

Prerequisites: None. 
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