
 

 
©Arcadia University | The College of Global Studies  1 

 

 
Course Title: Confronting the Crisis of the Global Urban Future 
Course Code: LONS ESUF 324S 
Subject: Social Policy, Environmental Studies, Urban Studies 
Credits: 4 
Semester/Term: ☐ Semester                                 

☐ J-Term                                              
☒ Summer                                       

  
Course Description: The global future is urban and risky…world leaders thus must build ‘resilient’ cities 

able to survive the emerging ‘knowns and unknowns’ ahead. Based in the world’s 
leading global city, this course uses London as its laboratory/cutting edge location, 
empowering students to craft solutions to global problems of the (unraveling?) 
future. 

Learning occurs through lectures, discussion seminars, individual projects, a large 
group project, ethnographic research across the city, visits to relevant institutions, 
expert talks, and individual primary and secondary data collection and analysis. 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Readings 
Doreen Massey. 2007. World City. Cambridge: Polity Press. ISBN-13:978-074564060 
(pb). Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Edgar Pieterse. 2008. City Futures: Confronting the Crisis of Urban Development. 
London: Zed Books. ISBN-13: 978-1842775417 (pb). Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Additional Readings and Resources 
A wide range of articles, policy documents, web materials, blogs, and power-point 
lecture slides are available from the instructor on the course Blackboard site 
through Arcadia University. 
 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. In-class 1 hr/30 min written exam 30 % 

2. Individual Resilience Policy Project  40 %   
3. Project Review Journal 30 %  

Total  100% 
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● In-class 1 hr/30 min written exam end of second week covering concepts, 

models, terms and contestations presented in the course to date 
 

● Individual Resilience Policy Project, making specific recommendations to a 
Municipality for preparing for potential risks: 2000 – 2500 words  Due end 
of term 

 
● Project Review Journal: using concepts from the course, review and 

evaluate 5 existing  London projects for urban development and futures 
positioning Due end of third week 

 
Learning Outcomes 
and/or Expected 
Student 
Competencies and 
Assessment 
Measures: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 Course Requirement that will be 
used to assess the student’s 
achievement of this outcome 

Students will evaluate alternative 
models of political risk, and utilize 
them for the explanation of possible 
near-term urban futures 
 

Written exam, Project Review Journal 

Students will review various plans and 
policies for building resilience into 
global urban futures, and demonstrate 
their ability to evaluate the merits of 
each 
 

Written exam, Project Review Journal 

Students will demonstrate familiarity 
with fundamental concepts, terms, 
debates and discourse concerning 
global urban futures and be able to 
critique the various debates in the 
field 
 

Written exam, Project Review Journal, 
Individual Resilience Policy Project 

Students will design, assemble, write, 
present specific policy 
recommendations in response to 
various risk scenarios, thus gaining 
experience in group projects, oral 

Individual Resilience Policy Project 
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presentation, assembling data, and 
making logical policy arguments 
 

 

Course Outline:  
Session Topic 
Session 1  
(Week 1) 

Reading the Future: Risk, Resilience and Preparing for the 
Unknown.  2 x 2hr sessions (4hrs). 

Session 2 -  
(Week 1) 

Perspectives on Resilience and Urban Policy Making.  2 x 2hr 
sessions (4hrs). 

Session 3 
(Week 1) 

Situating Global Urban Futures within International Relations.  
2 x 2hr sessions (4hrs). 

Session 4 
(Week 1) 

Projects to Prepare London for the Future.  Field visit and 
guest speakers (Location and speakers TBC).  1 x 3hr session. 

Session 5 
(Week 2) 

Best Practice in building Resilience: evaluating London.  2 x 2hr 
sessions (4hrs). 

Session 6 
(Week 2) 

Best Practice in building Resilience: projects in Africa and 
Middle East.  2 x 2hr sessions (4hrs). 

Session 7 
(Week 2) 

Best Practice in building Resilience: projects in Asia, North 
America and Europe.  Field visit and guest speakers (Location 
and speakers TBC).  2 x 2hr sessions (4hrs). 

Session 8 
(Week 2) 

Improving your skills for policy making and reading the future. 
Written exam.  1 x 3hr session. 

Session 9 
(Week 3) 

Pulling it All together: trends, changes, alternative urban 
scenarios over the next 50 years.  Project review journals due.  
1 x 3:35hr session for all students + 1 x 2:15hr individual 
tutorial sessions on Policy Projects for 4 credit students.  (4hrs 
50min total) 

Session 10 
(Week 3) 

London Project Evaluation on-site.  Field visit and guest 
speakers (Location and speakers TBC).  1 x 4hr session. 

Session 11 
(Week 4) 

Projects for the Future ‘Conference’ with guest panel.  1 x 3 hr 
35min session.   

Session 12 
(Week 4) 

Projects for the Future ‘Conference’ with guest panel.  2 x 3hr 
15min sessions (6hrs 30min total). 

 

Other Policies: Expectations 
Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for 
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classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and 
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the 
course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for 
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions 
are expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or 
through Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is 
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use 
of resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students 
caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the 
falsification or creation of data, research or resources to support academic 
submissions, and cause for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the 
program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements 
can be made.  

Prerequisites: At least one introductory course in international relations or global politics. 
Country and 
Program 
Connection: 

This course ties in directly with London and its global city status in the global urban 
system. Interaction with the London community will be ongoing and regular, and 
situates students within the next 50 years of careers and developments in 
International Relations. 

  
 


