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Course Title: Introduction to Global Business  
Course Code: LONS BUIB 255 
Subject: Business, Finance, Economics, Political Science 
Credits: 4 
Semester/Term: ☒ Semester                                 

☐ J-Term                                              
☐ Summer                                                                                          

  
Course Description: The world economy is increasingly globalized. Businesses are radically reorienting 

their commercial perspectives in light of rapid economic growth in large parts of the 
developing world and the commensurate increase in global trade and investment 
opportunities. This course examines the economic, political and financial 
environment in which businesses from both the advanced capitalist world and the 
emerging economies must presently navigate. It is divided into two parts. Part One 
introduces the global commercial architecture, paying attention to the wide variety 
of economic systems, regulatory regimes and labor markets businesses must 
encounter. Part Two builds on these foundations by examining the global strategies 
businesses are presently implementing and operations they currently conduct, 
including their approaches to international investment, labor mobility and market 
expansion. 
 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
There are no textbooks in the module. Instead, a variety of readings – including 
investment bank briefings, business consultancy reports, academic and media 
articles – will be posted on Blackboard after each session. 
  
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Mid-term Exam I  30 % 

2. Mid-term Exam II  30 %   

3. End of Module Assignment  30 %  

4. Class Conduct 10 % 

Total  100% 
1. Mid-term Exam I. An examination of student knowledge and understanding 

of the class content imparted in Part One. The exam will be 2 hours long 
and include MCQs and essay questions. Examination held in Week 6. 

2. Mid-term Exam II: An examination of student understanding of knowledge 
and understanding of class content imparted in Part Two. The exam will be 
2 hours long and include MCQs and essay questions. Examination held in 
Week 11. 

3. End of Module Assignment: Students will be put in groups and instructed to 
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assess the global trade and investment opportunities for a pre-selected firm 
in either the automotive or electronics sector. Groups will be expected to 
write-up their analysis in a business consultancy report and present a 10 
minute briefing of that report to class. Submission and Presentation due in 
Week 12. 

4. Adherence to class rules as outlined in the etiquette section of this 
handbook. 

*Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of 
the class 

 
Learning Outcomes 
and/or Expected 
Student 
Competencies: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcome 
1. Analyze a variety of economic systems and regulatory regimes and 

discuss the respective commercial opportunities and costs they offer 
businesses. (Assessment 1) 

2. Demonstrate understanding why wage and productivity differentials 
exist between nations and discuss their implications for global 

business strategies (Assessment 1) 

3. Appreciate the dynamics of foreign direct investment and its wider 
implications for business, politics and society in host and home 

country. (Assessment 2) 

4. Appreciate the dynamics of economic migration and its wider 

implications for business, politics and society in host and home 
country. (Assessment 2 and 3) 

5. Examine market opportunities across advanced and emerging 
economies and assess the strategies adopted by businesses to 

penetrate these markets. (Assessment 3) 

 
Course Outline: Session Topic 

Session 1  Introduction to the Module 

Session 2 Structures:  
Economic Systems and Regulatory Regimes 
Required reading on Blackboard 

Session 3 Wage and Productivity Differentials 
Required reading on Blackboard 

Session 4 Patterns of International Trade 
Required reading on Blackboard 

Session 5 International Trade Regimes 
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Required reading on Blackboard 
Session 6 Mid-term Exam I 
Session 7 Strategies:  

Exploiting Global Labor Markets 
Required reading on Blackboard 

Session 8 International Investment Flows 
Required reading on Blackboard 

Session 9 Understanding the Mature Markets 
Required reading on Blackboard 

Session 10 Understanding the Emerging Markets 
Required reading on Blackboard 

Session 11 Mid-term Exam II 
Session 12 Group Presentations 

 
Other Policies: Expectations 

Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for 
classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and 
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the 
course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for 
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions 
are expected from every student in every class session. 
 
ARCADIA has a strict policy about course attendance. Illness or family emergencies 
may require a student’s absence. Such an absence must be documented by a 
physician’s note or by consultation with the Arcadia University London Office prior 
to the absence. The office will inform the Direction of the circumstances requiring 
the absence. The Director will have the final decision on the disposition of an 
absence. The absent student is always responsible for assignments missed.  
 
Unexcused absences from exams are not permitted and will result in failure of the 
exam. If you are granted an excused absence from examination (with authorization, 
as above), your lecturer will decide how you will make-up the assessment 
component, if at all (by make-up examination, extra coursework, or an increased 
weighting on alternate assessment component, etc.).  
 
Arrival at work or class more than ten minutes late or leaving the class early will be 
considered an absence. More than one unexcused may result in the lowering of the 
final mark. 
 
Please note that for classes involving a field study experience or other external 
visit, transportation difficulties are never grounds for an excused absence. It is the 
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student’s responsibility to arrive at an agreed meeting point in a punctual and 
timely fashion.  
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or through 
Intranet postings. 
 
Submission of Work 
Written work due in class must be submitted as per the lecturer’s instruction, by 
the stated deadline. For mitigating/extenuating circumstances to be considered you 
must contact Emily Wescott in the Arcadia Academic Office. Work submitted within 
seven days after the submission time without an agreed extension receives a 
penalty of one letter grade reduction. Written work submitted more than seven 
days after the submission date without an agreed extension fails and is given a zero. 
End of semester assignments must be submitted on time and before departing the 
country.  
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is 
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use of 
resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students 
caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the falsification 
or creation of data, research or resources to support academic submissions, and cause 
for disciplinary action. 
 
Classroom Etiquette 
Eating is no permitted in any classrooms. Kindly dispose of rubbish in the bins 
provided. Please keep you mobile phones on silent/off in class. Electronic devices 
must be put away during class unless you are asked to use them for class purposes.  
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Failure to submit or fulfill any required course components results in failure of the 
class 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the 
program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements 
can be made.  
 

Prerequisites: Recommended interest in Business 
  

 


