
 

 
©Arcadia University | The College of Global Studies  1 

 

 
Course Title: The Political Economy of Terrorism 
Course Code: GREA PSPS 325 
Subject: Political Science, Economy, Religion 
Credits: 3 
Semester/Term: ☒Semester 

☐J-Term 
☐Summer                                      

  
Course Description: An interdisciplinary course which bridges the gap between popular discourses 

on Islamism and secularism, security and terrorism, conventional capitalism and 
finance in the Islamic world while it raises awareness of the different patterns, 
perspectives and debates of state-society interaction in the wider Euro-
Mediterranean region.  
 
Students will take advantage of local historical sites, relevant local organizations 
and academic institutes as they carry out field research and conduct interviews 
with local officials, academics and members of the diverse populations of 
Athens. The class will meet and interact with military personnel and academic 
scholars from Military Intelligence via Arcadia's contacts in the Greek and British 
Ministries of Defence and the American Embassy in Athens.  
 
Students will gain a unique firsthand opportunity to witness international 
developments as they establish links with local NGOs and religious institutions 
that work with minority groups and refugees as the course offers significant 
adjustability to match personal interests and pursuits. 

Course Requirements: Required Text 
 
Mandelbaum, Michael (1998): Is Major War Obsolete. Survival: Global Politics 
and Strategy. Volume 40, Issue 4. ISSN:  1468-2699; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Henry, Clement – Wilson, Rodney (2004) The Politics Of Islamic Finance: 
Edinburgh – Edinburgh University Press. ISBN: 978-0748618378, Cost :To Be 
Determined. 
 
March, Andrew – Revkin, Mara (2015): Caliphate of Law, Foreign Affairs, April 
15, 2015. www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/143679. ISSN: 0015-7120;  Cost: To 
Be Determined. 
 
Aslan, Reza (2011) No God but God: The Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam. 
New York: Random House Trade. ISBN: 978-0812982442; Cost: To Be 
Determined. 
 

http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/143679
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Additional Readings and Resources 
 
Articles and PowerPoint lecture slides are available from the instructor on the 
course Blackboard site through Arcadia University.  
 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1.  Participation & Class Discussion 10% 

2. Coursework Presentations, Article 
Critique, Report 30 % 

3. Collective Research Project 15 %   
4. Simulations and Interactive Workshops  15 %  
5. Essay 30% 
Total  100% 

 
Coursework Presentations: 
For sessions 2 to 10, one or two students will prepare a very short presentation 
on the topic of the week assigned by the instructor.  Also each student will 
complete one (1) article critique of 800-900 words or one (1) report on a 
relevant contemporary topic assigned after discussion with the instructor. 
 
Collective Research Project:   
This short collective research project aims to enhance the research methods 
skills of every student, facilitated by the appropriate guidance of the instructor. 
The students as a team are required to conduct original research on a subject 
that bridges the sessions of the course with local or regional problematics and 
malignancies. The students will take advantage of the local context, including 
local institutions, organizations, libraries and empirical and situational research. 
 
Among the benefits of teamwork is the building of mutual trust and risk- taking, 
as the students learn to foster creativity and open their minds to different ideas. 
It also builds conflict resolution skills and prepares the student for the future 
working environment. The collective research project will be presented via 
PowerPoint around mid-term. 
  
Simulations and Interactive Workshops: The simulations and role playing 
games have a very important pedagogical value, as the students tend to learn 
by doing and they also manifest their background knowledge to perform and 
successfully execute their roles within the game and at the same time they 
sharpen their social skills. The simulations will concern decision making 
processes and conflict resolution.  
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The interactive workshops apply various youth work methodologies designed to 
promote teamwork and create an inclusive environment through collective and 
individual innovative education activities, exercises and even film viewings. The 
workshops (indoors and outdoors) maximize the successful learning experience 
for every single student. Both activities deal with ongoing existing complex 
situations and the students engage and apply their newly acquired knowledge 
into pragmatic circumstances.  
 
Essay: One critical essay of 3,000-4,000 words on one theme from the sessions 
1 to 10. The student will be able to choose from a list of topics provided by the 
instructor, but with adjustability to match personal interests and pursuits. 
 
 

Learning Outcomes 
and/or Expected 
Student Competencies 
and Assessment 
Measures: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
Course Requirement that will be  
used to assess the student’s 
achievement of this outcome 

Analyze the key issues in 
contemporary Middle East politics and 
identify the vital political and 
economic interdependencies of the 
MENA region with the US and the EU. 

Coursework, Workshop, Essay,  
Article Review, Report 

Construct and synthesize robust 
arguments regarding security 
challenges and terrorist groups and 
paramilitary organizations in the 
Balkans and the Middle East.  

Coursework, Workshop, Essay,  
Article Review, Report 

Identify misunderstandings and 
misconceptions regarding the Middle 
East, Islam and Europe and compile 
and contrast scientific understanding 
of the dynamics impinging on cultural, 
political, ideological, religious and 
economic factors of the MENA region. 

Interactive Workshops, Coursework, 
Excursion, Essay  

Analyze the historical context of 
terrorism and religious radicalization 
and evaluate in a sophisticated and 
critical fashion concepts, theories, 
policies, stereotypes and dominant 
paradigms concerning Europe, the 
Arab world and the Islamic episteme. 

Simulation, Collective Research 
Project, Interactive Workshops  
and Coursework 
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Use the appropriate research tools 
and methods for quantitative and 
qualitative research and analysis. 

Collective Research Project, 
Coursework and Essay  

 
 

Course Outline:  
Session Topic Activity/Assignment 

Session 1  Introduction to Islam and 
the Muslim World 

Introductory seminar, no  
assignment 

Session 2 Introduction to Middle East 
Politics (From Arab 
Nationalism to the  Arab 
Spring) 
 

Presentation, option for 
Essay, Report/Article 
Review 

Session 3 Introduction to taxation, 
banking and finance in the 
Islamic world  

Presentation, option for 
Essay 

Session 4 Introduction to Islamic 
Jurisprudence and Islamic 
Law 

Presentation, option for 
Essay 

Session 5 The Political Economy of the 
Middle East from the 19th 
Century to Present 

Presentation, option for 
Essay 

Session 6 Ottoman Balkans and 
Modern Greece 

Presentation, Group 
Project Work, option for 
Essay 

Session 7 The Arab – Israeli Conflict 
Before and after the Oslo 
Accords 

Presentation, option for 
Essay, 
Report/Article Review 

Session 8 Gender and Identity in the 
Euro-Mediterranean Area 

Presentation, film viewing, 
option for 
Essay/Report/Article 
Review 

Session 9 US Foreign Policy and the 
Middle East  

Presentation, option for 
Essay/Report/Article 
Review  
 (guest lecturer) 
 

Session 10 Security and Terrorism in 
the Middle East (Al-Qaeda, 
ISIS Vs Hamas, Hezbollah) 

Presentation, option for 
Essay/ 
Report/Article Review  
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Session 11 Islamic movements,  
radicalization and religious 
and economic doctrines on 
terrorism and war 

Seminar and Interactive 
Workshop (film viewing) 

Session 12 Conflict Resolution and 
Decision Making Processes  

Simulation 

Session 13 Common Stereotypes  and 
Asylum Seekers. The Greek 
gateway 

Workshop and Quick Role 
 Playing Game (Simulation) 

Session 14 Back-Casting Scenario Based 
Foresight Methodology 
Development for Black 
Swan events 

Workshop and Interactive  
Workshop (guest lecturer) 
 

Session 15 Democracy and The Middle 
East (including Political 
Theory)  

Essay (optional) and 
Interactive Workshop 
 

Session 16 The economics of terrorism. 
Past, present, future and 
sustainability  

Seminar only, no 
assignment 

 

Other Policies: Expectations 
Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for 
classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and 
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the 
course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for 
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class 
discussions are expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or 
through Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic 
submissions is plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual 
or attempted use of resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic 
submissions. Students caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. 
Fabrication is the falsification or creation of data, research or resources to 
support academic submissions, and cause for disciplinary action. 
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Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into 
the program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate 
arrangements can be made.  

Prerequisites: None. 
 

Country and Program 
Connection: 

With the exception of the prospective academic excursions and the opportunity 
to conduct research on location, the course at several points will require the 
students to carry out field research and even conduct interviews from local 
officials, academics and the local diverse population, taking advantage of local 
historical sites, relevant local organizations and academic institutes.  
 
Arcadia Athens has established contacts with the Greek and British Ministry of 
Defence, and with the American Embassy in Athens , where students have the 
chance to meet and interact with military personnel and academic scholars 
from the Military Intelligence. In addition, students will establish links with local 
NGOs and religious institutions working with minority groups and refugees and 
thus have a unique firsthand opportunity to witness international 
developments.  
 
Further, the students have the chance to utilize local academic institutes, like 
the Foundation for Economic and Industrial Research, the Athens Institute for 
Education and Research and the International Institute of International 
Economic Relations, where they may join the academic debates, with the 
potential to organize a conference at the end of the year. 
 
Greece remains within the epicenter of manifold developments, and the 
students will have the chance to participate and be involved with several 
meaningful and impactful social, political and economic activities, with their 
personal safety being of utmost importance. 
 
Additionally Greece has an abundance of links and correlations with the themes 
of the course; therefore the local context plays a pivotal role to the learning 
outcomes, the valuable observations and students’ overall understanding. 
Greece is where East meets the West, as it is an important hub and displays a 
complex symbiosis between two worlds. The students have the unique 
opportunity to experience firsthand the bridging of those two antithetical 
worlds. 
 

 


	Aslan, Reza (2011) No God but God: The Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam. New York: Random House Trade. ISBN: 978-0812982442; Cost: To Be Determined.

