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Course Title: Conserving Biodiversity and Ecosystems  

Course Code: GREA EVST 380 

Subject: Science 

Credits: 3 

Semester/Term
: 

☒ Semester                                 

☐ J-Term                                              

☐ Summer                                       

  

Course 
Description: 

 Interactions of biodiversity, ecosystems, and climate change 

 Managing biodiversity, ecosystems and climate change risks 

 Conservation ethics and principles of sustainability 

 Green business and corporate governance for sustainability   
 Managing biodiversity in Greece and the European Union  
 Visit  to ARCHELON sea turtle hospital  
 Visit to a protected area 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
The following readings should be completed prior to the field study visit. All readings 
are available on Blackboard. 
 
➢ Dimopoulos, D., Arapis, T., & Margaritoulis, D. (2003).  Conservation perspectives 

of the major critical nesting habitats of Caretta caretta in Greece. In D. 
Margaritoulis and A. Demetropoulos (Eds), Proceedings of the first 
Mediterranean Conference on Marine Turtles. Barcelona Convention-Bern 
Convention-Bonn Convention (CMS). Nicosia, Cyprus. 
 

➢ Irvine, C., Margaritoulis, D., & Arapis, T. (2000). The role of a non-governmental 
organisation in sea turtle conservation and management planning in Greece. 
Proceedings of the 19th Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Conservation and 
Biology, 2-6 March 1999, pp 49-52. 

 

 

➢ Alan F. Rees. (2005). ARCHELON, the Sea Turtle Protection Society of Greece: 21 
years studying and protecting sea turtles. B.C.G. Testudo Vol. 6, No.2 

 

➢ Casale, P and Margaritoulis D. (Eds) (2010). Sea Turtles in the Mediterranean 
Distribution Threats and conservation priorities. Gland,Switzerland, IUCN. pp 85-
112 Convention Bureau. (chapter 1 and 2) 

 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Five short essays/assignments 30% 

2. Final exam 20%   
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3. Field Study Paper 20%  

4. Participation (classroom, field study and 
excursions) 

30% 

Total  100% 

 

Academic Excursion 

Visit to Kyparissia Bay, the second most important nesting area in the Mediterranean 
for the loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta). Acquaintance with ARCHELON, an NGO 
that runs the sea turtle conservation project. Participation in fieldwork on the beach 
(nest excavation to estimate hatching success, morning nest surveys to count nests 
that have hatched).  
 
Acquaintance with conservation issues of the area. A paper will be requested after 
the visit concerning sea turtle conservation issues (20% of grade).  
 

Learning 
Outcomes 
and/or 
Expected 
Student 
Competencies 
and 
Assessment 
Measures: 

 
On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcome 

1. Understand the complex relationship between humans and the natural 
environment  

2. Realize the impacts of biodiversity loss and climate change on society and 
economy 

3. Comprehend the fundamental principles of sustainable development and 
green business  

4. Comprehend the management policies of the European Union for 
biodiversity loss and climate change 

5. Learn about nature conservation in Greece and acquire familiarity with  
ARCHELON, an NGO protecting sea turtles 

6. Be exposed to new experiences and acquire appreciation of diversity as a 
natural and social attribute 

7. Develop positive attitudes toward learning in different settings  
 

8. Develop a sense of responsibility for our planet.  
 

 

Course Outline:  
 Topic Required Reading Extra Activities 

1  

 

● What is life?  
● Biological 

evolution-The 
driving force 
of life (Part1) 

 

● Purves, K.W., Sadava, D., Orians, G.H., and 
Heller,H.C. (2004). Life, the science of 
Biology, pp 1-9, pp 461-464 & 467-470 . 

● R. Dawkins (2009). The greatest show on 
earth-the evidence for evolution. London, 
Transworld Publishers (pp 3-18). 

● Albert Low (2008). The origin of human 

Be prepared to 
discuss: 
evolution a 
function of life 
and how it              
impacts the 
way we see 
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nature-a Zen Buddhist look at evolution. 
Portland:Sussex Academic Press (pp vii-xvii). 

 

the world 

 

 

1
st

 Assignment: 
The 
mechanisms of 
Evolution 

 

2 ● Biological 
evolution 
(Part 2) 

● Biodiversity 
and 
ecosystems 

 

● Primack, B. R. (2002). Essentials of 
conservation biology. Published by Sinauer 
Associates, Inc., USA. (pp 28-29 & pp 36-
43).  

 

Be prepared to 

discuss: the 

significance of 

biodiversity for 

human well-

being. 

3 ● Types of 
ecological 
interactions 
between 
species-food 
web 

● ecological 
succession –
keystone 
species 

● Biodiversity 
in Greece 

 

● Purves, K.W., Sadava, D., Orians, G.H., and 
Heller,H.C. (2004). Life, the science of 
Biology, pp 1057-1062 

● Primack, B. R. (2002). Essentials of 
conservation biology. Published by Sinauer 
Associates, Inc., USA. (pp 47-53).  

● National Biodiversity Strategy & Action Plan 
(2014). Ministry of Environment, Energy & 
Climate Change . (pp 29-30). 

● IUCN and SSC. (2013). Greece’s biodiversity 
at risk-a call for action. 

● Valavanidis A. and Vlachogianni Th. (2011). 
The most important and urgent 
environmental problems in Greece in the 
last decade (2000-2010). Report from 
Department of Chemistry, University of 
Athens. 

 

Be prepared to 
discuss: 
interconnected
ness   in 
nature-how 
this affects our 
lives. What 
makes Greece 
so special for 
nature 
conservation 

 

 

4 

 

● Biodiversity 
in Europe 

● European 

policies and 

legislation for 

managing  

biodiversity & 

ecosystems-

The Natura 

2000 network 

● The European Commission website on 
biodiversity and Natura 2000  

● (http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/i
ndex_en.htm) 

● European Environment Agency (2010). The 
European Environment-State and outlook 
2010-Biodiversity. Copenhagen, EEA. pp  4-
11 and 25-31. 

● European Environment Agency (2010). 
Assessing biodiversity in Europe-the 2010 
report. EEA, Copenhagen. pp 6-8. 

● European Commission (2011). Our life 
insurance, our natural capital: an EU 
biodiversity strategy to 2020. Brussels, 
COM (2011) 244 final. 

 

Be prepared to 
discuss: 
European 
Conservation 
Policies  
 

 

2
nd

 
Assignment: 
The European 
Union’s 
biodiversity 
policies  
 

5 ● The benefits 
of Natura 
2000  
ecological 
work 

● Implementati
on of 
environment

● http://www.ekby.gr/ekby/en/EKBY_Natura
2000_en.html 

● Natura 2000 Europe's safety net for nature 
and people (2006). WWF  

● Piazzi, K. Konstadakopoulos , H. Wisniewska 
& M. Proniewicz. (2012). Natura 2000 
management-Regional development 
funding as part of the integrating funding 

Be prepared to 
discuss: 
Benefits of 
Natura 2000 in 
Europe and 
enforcement 
of legislation in 
Greece and 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/index_en.htm
http://www.ekby.gr/ekby/en/EKBY_Natura2000_en.html
http://www.ekby.gr/ekby/en/EKBY_Natura2000_en.html


 

©
Arcadia University | The College of Global Studies  4 

 

al legislation 
in Greece  

● The Natura 
2000 network 
in Greece 

 

approach for biodiversity. Surf Nature, 
European Union, and Interreg IVC. (pp12-
13) 

● National Biodiversity Strategy & Action Plan 
for Greece, 2014. Ministry of Environment, 
Energy & Climate Change (pp 59-69) 

Europe 
regarding 
nature 
conservation 

 

6 ● Monitoring as 
a 
management 
tool for 
endangered 
species 

● The role of 

NGOs in 

managing 

endangered 

species-the 

case  of 

ARCHELON 

(the Sea 

Turtle 

Protection 

Society in 

Greece 

● Dimopoulos, D., Arapis, T., & Margaritoulis, 
D. (2003).  Conservation perspectives of the 
major critical nesting habitats of Caretta 
caretta in Greece. In D. Margaritoulis and A. 
Demetropoulos (Eds), Proceedings of the 
first Mediterranean Conference on Marine 
Turtles. Barcelona Convention-Bern 
Convention-Bonn Convention (CMS). 
Nicosia, Cyprus. 

● Margaritoulis, D. (2005). Nesting activity 
and reproductive output of Loggerhead sea 
turtles Caretta caretta over 19 seasons 
(1984-2002) at Laganas Bay, Zakynthos, 
Greece: the largest rookery in the 
Mediterranean. Chelonian Conservation & 
Biology, 4(4), 916-929. 

● Irvine, C., Margaritoulis, D., & Arapis, T. 
(2000). The role of a non-governmental 
organisation in sea turtle conservation and 
management planning in Greece. 
Proceedings of the 19

th
 Annual Symposium 

on Sea Turtle Conservation and Biology, 2-6 
March 1999, pp 49-52. 

● Alan F. Rees. (2005). ARCHELON, the Sea 
Turtle Protection Society of Greece: 21 
years studying and protecting sea turtles. 
B.C.G. Testudo Vol. 6, No.2 

● General overview of sea turtle biology, 
from ARCHELON website 
(www.archelon.gr) 

● Casale, P and Margaritoulis D. (Eds) (2010). 
Sea Turtles in the Mediterranean 
Distribution Threats and conservation 
priorities. Gland,Switzerland, IUCN. pp 85-
112 

 

Be prepared to 
discuss: Sea 
turtle 
biology/ecolog
y and 
conservation 
issues in the 
Mediterranean
-what it means 
for nature 
conservation in 
Greece. 
 

7 ● What is 
extinction-
what causes 
extinction-
vulnerability 
to extinction 

●  The risks of 
biodiversity 
loss 

 

● Primack, B. R. (2002). Essentials of 
conservation biology. Published by Sinauer 
Associates, Inc., USA, pp 87-89, p 96-109, p 
135, pp 159-169, pp189-203 and pp213-
291. 

● Purves, K.W., Sadava, D., Orians, G.H., and 
Heller,H.C. (2004). Life, the science of 
Biology, pp 1095-1102 

● Millennium Ecosystem Assessment: 
Ecosystems and Human Wellbeing-
Synthesis, (2005). World Resources Institute 
(pp 1-24). 

Be prepared to 
discuss: Causes 
of species 
extinction-
responsibility 
for managing 
conservation 

 

 

 

http://www.archelon.gr/
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8 Wildlife hospitals: 
a management 
approach  in 
managing impacts 
on  endangered 
species-Visit to the 
ARCHELON Sea 
Turtle Rescue 
Centre 

 

The Sea Turtle Rescue Centre was set up in 1994 
by ARCHELON  in the suburb of Glyfada in   
Athens. The purpose of the Centre is to treat and 
release sea turtles, as well as to educate the 
public. On average 50 wounded or sick turtles 
are transferred to the Centre from all parts of 
Greece. Students will see treated turtles and talk 
to international volunteers.  

Be prepared to 
discuss: the 
role of the 
Rescue Centre 
for managing 
marine turtle 
conservation in 
the 
Mediterranean 

 

9 Ecosystem 
services-how 
ecosystems 
contribute to 
human wellbeing 

 

● The Economics of ecosystems and 
biodiversity, TEEB, 
http://www.teebweb.org/resources/ecosys
tem-services/ 

● Millennium Ecosystem Assessment: 
Ecosystems and Human Wellbeing-
Synthesis, 2005, World Resources Institute 
(pp 1-24). 

Be prepared to 
discuss: What 
biodiversity 
and 
ecosystems 
provide to 
human 
wellbeing  
 

10 ● The value of 
biodiversity- 
putting a 
price on the 
priceless 

● Biodiversity 
valuation as a 
management 
tool for policy 
decisions 

 

● The Economics of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity: Mainstreaming the Economics 
of Nature: A synthesis of the approach, 
conclusions and recommendations of TEEB 
(2010). TEEB. (pp 7-10) 

● Edward B. Barbier (2014). Natural Capital, 
in Nature in the Balance-The economics of 
Economics of Biodiversity, D. Helm & C. 
Hepburn (Eds). Oxford University Press (pp 
153-173). 

Be prepared to 
discuss: How 
much we pay 
for losing 
biodiversity-
business and 
biodiversity 

 

3
rd

  
Assignment: 
Valuing 
biodiversity 
and ecosystem 
services 

 

11 ● What is 
global 
warming and 
how it affects 
the planet 

 

● The science of climate change-questions 
and answers (2010). Australian Academy of 
Science. 

● James Cook (2010). The Scientific Guide to 
Global Warming Skepticism.   
skepticalscience.com 

Be prepared to 
discuss: The 
implications of 
global warming 
on society 

 

12 ● The economic 
impacts of 
global 
warming 

● Managing the 
effects of 
global 
warming on 
biodiversity 

 

● Stern Review (2006): the economics of 
climate change 

● Tapio Schneider (2008). How We Know 
Global Warming is Real The Science Behind 
Human-induced Climate Change. The 
Sceptic, 14 (1). 

● Trumper, K., Bertzky, M., Dickson, B., van 
der Heijden, G., Jenkins, M., Manning, P. 
(June 2009). The Natural Fix? The role of 
ecosystems in climate mitigation. A UNEP 
rapid response assessment. United Nations 
Environment Programme, UNEP- WCMC, 
Cambridge, UK. (pp. 6-7) 

Be prepared to 
discuss: How 
global warming 
affects the 
economy  
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13 ● The 
international 
policies to 
counter 
global 
warming 

● The policies 
of the 
European 
Union to 
manage 
climate 
change risks 

 

● http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/climate
/multimedia/living-with-climate-
change/view 

● http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/brief/eu
/index_en.htm 

● The European Commission (2007): Limiting 
Global Climate Change to 2 degrees Celsius, 
The way ahead for 2020 and beyond, pp 2-3 

● An EU Strategy on Adaptation to climate 
change. COM (2013) 216 Final (Brussels 
16.4.2013) 

● The Paris Protocol-A blueprint for tackling 
climate change beyond 20202. European 
Commission COM (2015) 81 final  

Be prepared to 
discuss: Global 
warming in the 
European 
Union 

 

 

 

14 ● Protected 
areas: one 
way of 
managing 
biodiversity 
and 
ecosystems 

● Managing 
Habitats and 
keystone 
resources 

 

● Dudley, N. (Editor) (2008). Guidelines for 
applying protected area management 
categories. Gland, Switzerland : IUCN 

● Purves, K.W., Sadava, D., Orians, G.H., and 
Heller,H.C. (2004). Life, the science of 
Biology, pp 1102-1104. 

Be prepared to 
discuss: The 
role of 
protected 
areas in nature 
conservation 

 

15 ● Managing 
protected 
areas  and 
people 

● Habitat 
restoration 
and species 
recovery: 
biodiversity 
and 
ecosystem 
managing 
strategies for 
sustainability 

 

● Alexander, M. (2013). Management 
Planning for Nature Conservation-A theory 
basis & practical guide. London:Springer  

● Primack, B. R. (2002). Essentials of 
conservation biology. Published by Sinauer 
Associates, Inc., USA, pp 473-486. 

● Nellemann, C.E. Corcoran (eds). (2010). 
Dead Planet, Living Planet-Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Restoration for Sustainable 
Development. A rapid Response 
Assessment. United Nations Environment 
Programme 

Be prepared to 
discuss: The 
role of 
protected 
areas in nature 
conservation 

 

 

4
th

 
Assignment:  
Tackling 
climate change 
and boosting 
the economy  
 

16 Governance of 

protected areas 

● Borrini-Feyerabend, G., N. Dudley, T. 
Jaeger, B. Lassen, N. Pathak Broome, A. 
Phillips and T. Sandwith (2013). Governance 
of Protected Areas: From understanding to 
action. Best Practice Protected Area 
Guidelines Series No. 20, Gland, 
Switzerland: IUCN 

Be prepared to 
discuss: The 
role of 
protected 
areas in nature 
conservation 

 

17 ● Managing 
Protected 
areas in 
Greece 

● The National 
Marine Park 
of Zakynthos- 
what it 

● Dimopoulos, D. (2001).The National Marine 
Park of Zakynthos: a refuge for the 
loggerhead turtle in the Mediterranean. 
Marine Turtle Newsletter, 93, p5-9. 

● -Dimopoulos, D., Charalambides, N., 
Karavelas, D., Lalotis, N. & Venizelos, L. 
(2003). The role of NGOs in promoting the 
establishment of the National Marine Park 

Be prepared to 
discuss: the 
current status 
of protected 
areas in 
Greece 

 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/climate/multimedia/living-with-climate-change/view
http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/climate/multimedia/living-with-climate-change/view
http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/climate/multimedia/living-with-climate-change/view
http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/climate/multimedia/living-with-climate-change/view
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/brief/eu/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/brief/eu/index_en.htm
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means for 
nature 
conservation 
in Greece 

 

of Zakynthos, Greece. In D. Margaritoulis 
and A. Demetropoulos (Eds), Proceedings of 
the first Mediterranean Conference on 
Marine Turtles. Barcelona Convention-Bern 
Convention-Bonn Convention (CMS). 
Nicosia, Cyprus. 

18 ● Sustainable 
development 
& nature 
conservation 

● The principles 
of 
sustainability 

● Toward a 
sustainable 
society-is it 
feasible? 

 

● Daily, G. C., & Ellison, K. (2002). The 
economy of nature. The quest to make 
conservation profitable. Washington: Island 
Press/Shearwater Book, pp 1-17. 

● Hawken, P., Lovins, A., & Lovins, L. H. 
(1999). Natural Capitalism Creating the next 
industrial revolution. Boston: Little, Brown 
and Company , pp 1-21 and 49-50. (in 
ARCADIA library) 

● McDonough, W. & Braungart M. (2002). 
Cradle to Cradle-Remaking the way we 
make thing, pp 3-16 (in ARCADIA library) 

● Adams, W.M. & Jeanrenaud S.J (2008). 
Transition to Sustainability: Towards a 
Humane and Diverse World. IUCN Future of 
Sustainability Initiative, pp 3-4 & 71-80 

Be prepared to 

discuss:  

sustainability 

and how 

relevant it is to 

nature 

conservation 

19 ● Sustainability 
in business    

● How can 
business 
reduce 
biodiversity 
and 
ecosystem 
risks 

● Corporate 
governance 
and 
biodiversity/e
cosystem 
services  

 

● WBCSD (July 2008).  Adaptation-An issue 
brief for business.  

● Netherlands Environmental Assessment 
Agency (2009). Growing within Limits. 
(PBL), Bilthoven. (pp 9-16) 

● UNEP (2011).Towards a Green Economy: 
Pathways to Sustainable Development and 
Poverty Eradication. (pp 14-26). 

● www.unep.org/greeneconomy  
● UNEP/ILO/IOE/ITUC  (September 2008). 

Green Jobs: Towards Decent Work in a 
Sustainable, Low-Carbon World. (pp 3-29) 

Be prepared to 
discuss: 
Sustainability 
makes 
business sense  
 

 

5
th

 
Assignment: 
Sustainability 
and ecosystem 
services  
 

20 ● Ethical 
Principles of 
Managing 
biodiversity & 
ecosystems  

● How the 
economic 
crisis affects 
nature 
conservation 
in Greece 

 

● Primack, B. R. (2002). Essentials of 
conservation biology. Published by Sinauer 
Associates, Inc., USA, pp 3-24. 

● Birdlife International (2012). Member State 
Funding Sheet-Greece. 

● Demetres Karavellas  (2012).Greece’s  
invisible green crisis.  
(http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/im
ported/greece-s-invisible-green-
crisis/73252.aspx): 

Be prepared to 
discuss: The 
ethics of 
nature 
conservation 
and economic 
growth. Nature 
conservation in 
Greece in 
times of 
economic crisis 

 

21 ● Ecotourism-
sustainable 
tourism 

● Ecotourism as 

a managing 

tool for 

● Ecotourism-an introduction (1999). D. A. 
Fennell, London, Routledge. 

● The International Ecotourism Society. Fact 
Sheet-Global Ecotourism 
(http://mekongtourism.org/website/wp-
content/uploads/downloads/2011/02/Fact-

Be prepared to 

discuss: 

Ecotourism as 

a sustainable 

approach to 

nature 

http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/imported/greece-s-invisible-green-crisis/73252.aspx
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/imported/greece-s-invisible-green-crisis/73252.aspx
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/imported/greece-s-invisible-green-crisis/73252.aspx
http://mekongtourism.org/website/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2011/02/Fact-Sheet-Global-Ecotourism-IETS.pdf
http://mekongtourism.org/website/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2011/02/Fact-Sheet-Global-Ecotourism-IETS.pdf
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biodiversity 

conservation 

Sheet-Global-Ecotourism-IETS.pdf) conservation 

22 ● The human 
brain-are we 
logical 
beings? 

● Understandin

g how 

decisions are 

made-the  

implications 

on managing 

biodiversity 

and 

ecosystems 

● Nathalie Nahai (2012) Webs of influence-
the psychology of online persuasion, pp 4-
21  

● Sally Weintrobe (Ed.) (2013) Engaging with 
climate change-Psychoanalytic and 
interdisciplinary perspective. London, 
Routledge (pp 33-47).  

Be prepared to 
discuss: The 
drives behind 
making wise 
decisions to 
manage 
biodiversity 
and 
ecosystems 

 

23 

 
● Communicati

on for 
managing 
nature 
conservation 

● Public 
awareness: 
creating the 
climate for 
the success of 
protected 
areas. 

● Environment

al education: 

the changing 

of attitudes 

● IUCN. (1994). Parks for Life: Action for 
Protected Areas in Europe, pp 131-141  

● Buchanan, D., and Huczynski, A. (2004). 
Organizational behaviour-An introductory 
text. Fifth edition, Prentice Hall. Pp 181-
185. 

● Rose, C. (2005). How to win campaigns-100 
steps to success. Earthscan, London, pp3-
13.  

● Jacobson, S.K. (1999). Communication skills 
for conservation professionals. Island Press, 
Washington DC, pp1-19. 

● Lewis-Webber, M. (1994). Young children 
and environmental ethics. In Wilson, R.A. 
“Environmental Education at the Early 
Childhood Level”. NAAEE, USA, pp23-27 

● NAAEE (2000). Environmental Education 
Materials: Guidelines for Excellence 
Workbook. p1 

● Ajzen, I., and Fishbein, M. (1980). 
Understanding attitudes and predicting 
social behaviour. Prentice Hall Inc. 
Englewood Cliffs, N. Jersey. pp 5-9 

● Skanavis C. and Giannoulis Ch. (2006). 
Sustainability communication as a tool for 
promoting responsible environmental 
behaviour. Conference paper in Protection 
and Restoration of the environment VII, 
Chania, Greee.  

Be prepared to 
discuss: The 
importance of 
communicatio
n and 
education in 
changing 
attitudes and 
behaviours  
 

24 Final exam 

 

  

 

http://mekongtourism.org/website/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2011/02/Fact-Sheet-Global-Ecotourism-IETS.pdf
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Other Policies: Expectations 
Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for 
classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and 
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the 
course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for 
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions are 
expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail account. 
Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or through Intranet 
postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is 
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use of 
resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students caught 
cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the falsification or 
creation of data, research or resources to support academic submissions, and cause for 
disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the 
program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements can 
be made.  

Prerequisites: N/A 

Country and 
Program 
Connection: 

The course “Managing Sustainable Use of Biodiversity and Ecosystems” connects 
students with how conservation and sustainability is dealt with in Greece and Europe 
in general. Environmental issues (i.e. climate change and biodiversity loss) are high on 
the agenda of international policies and students can relate their home experience 
with what is happening now in Europe and acquire a deeper understanding of the 
implications on their daily lives. Students experience how Greeks view conservation 
by having the opportunity to volunteer several hours at the ARCHELON Sea Turtle 
Rescue Centre in a suburb of Athens. Also by visiting a protected area (i.e. the sea 
turtle nesting beach at Kyparissia Bay) students get firsthand experience on 
conservation issues in Greece by talking with ARCHELON members and volunteers, 
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and also by participating in fieldwork. Furthermore, throughout the course 
connections are made between conservation and Greek culture, as nature 
conservation is primarily a decision of how societies treat their natural resources. 

  

 


