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Course Title: From Grand Tour to Tour de Force: Practices and Politics of Greece’s Cultural 

Heritage  
Course Code: GREA ESCH 325 
Subject: Environmental Studies and Culture 
Credits: 3 
Semester/Term: ☒ Semester                                 

☐ J-Term                                              
☐ Summer                                       

  
Course Description: “The cultural heritage … is the storehouse of human experience. The preservation 

and the presentation of the cultural heritage are therefore a corner-stone of any 
cultural policy.”  [ ICCROM- UNESCO] 
 
The class focuses on the cultural heritage of Greece by examining monuments and 
their function or symbolism as well as the skills and policies necessary for their 
protection. A series of issues (cultural heritage and national identity, state, public, 
community and collaborative archaeology, illicit trafficking of antiquities, cultural 
heritage and sustainable development, cultural tourism and heritage tourism, the 
economics of culture and of museums) will be addressed. 
 
Students will work individually or in small groups towards the acquisition of some 
practical skills pertaining to museum curation, museum management, freelance 
consultancy and conservation. 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Texts 
 
Cleere, H.,  Archaeological Heritage Management in the Modern World. London 
2000 (Routledge). ISBN: 978-0044459149 
 
De la Torre, M., (ed.). Heritage values in site management: four case studies, Oxford 
2005 (OUP). ISBN: 978-0892367979 
 
Forrest, C., International Law and the Protection of Cultural Heritage, 2009 
(Routledge). ISBN: 978-0415684170 
 
Kalay, Y., Kvan, Th., and  Affleck, J., New Media and Cultural Heritage, 2007 
(Routledge). ISBN: 978-0415773560  
 
Lowenthal, D., The Past is a Foreign Country. Cambridge 1985 (Cambridge UP). 
ISBN: 978-0521294805 
 
McBryde, I (ed)., Who owns the past? Melbourne 1985 (OUP). ISSN:  0003-598X 
 
Stovel, H., Risk preparedness: a management manual for World Heritage, Rome 
1998. ISBN: 92-9077-152-6 
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Throsby, D., Economics and Culture. Cambridge 2002. (Cambridge University Press). 
ISBN: 978-0521586399 
 
Teutonico, J.-M., Matero, F., Managing Change: Sustainable Approaches to the 
Conservation of the Built Environment , Oxford 2003 (OUP). ISBN: 978-0892366927 
 
Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Two short essays (600 words each) 15% 

2. Case study presentation “Adopt-a-
Monument” 20% 

3. Academic Excursion (and study visits) 15 % 

4. Interview: The students choose a topic 
and interview a cultural heritage 
professional on that. 

15% 

5. Picture exhibition: students take pictures 
of monuments and comment on their 
state, significance, role, etc. 

10% 

6. Participation 25% 

Total  100% 
 

Learning Outcomes 
and/or Expected 
Student 
Competencies and 
Assessment 
Measures: 

 
On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 Course Requirement that will be 
used to assess the student’s 
achievement of this outcome 

Grasp basic notions of cultural heritage 
and its presentation. 
 

classwork and lectures 

Develop initiatives in relation to the 
protection of cultural heritage assets 
and the raising of public awareness. 
 

case study and picture exhibition 
assignments 

Understand Greek politics in relation to 
culture. 
 

classwork and lectures 

Get a basic knowledge of museum 
curation and heritage management. 
 

classwork and lectures 
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Course Outline: Session Topic 
Session 1  Exploration of the term “cultural heritage”; from  

the “Grand Tour” of the 18th century to the 20th 
century's  legislation. 

Session 2 Cultural and Natural Heritage: close ties. The role of 
International and national organizations. Cultural landscapes. 

Session 3 “Public,” “Community,” “Collaborative” archaeology: different 
approaches to cultural heritage study and enhancement. 

Session 4 Natural disasters affecting monuments and sites 

Session 5 Ηuman-induced danger for monuments and sites 

Session 6 Fight against illegal trafficking and other legal issues related to 
heritage protection 

Session 7 Intangible cultural heritage 

Session 8 Heritage protection on a professional level 

Session 9 Excursion: The unified archaeological sites of 
Athens and the quest for the ancient glory 

Session 10 Heritage management and sustainable develop- 
ment 

Session 11 Cultural tourism 

Session 12 Managing museums and sites 

Session 13 Economics of Culture 

Session 14 Modern Technologies in the service of Cultural 
Heritage preservation and enhancement 

Session 15 Building internet sites for museums and heritage assets 

Session 16 Excursion: National Gallery conservation department or Thetis 
Authentics  

Session 17 Raising public awareness  

Session 18 Educational programmes for museums and sites 

Session 19 Presentations of interviews with museums and heritage 
specialists OR lecture by invited speaker 

Session 20 Presentations of “Adopt a monument” projects  
 

 Excursions: According to the students' special interests some 
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study visits will be planned to which students will participate 
in groups: visit to the conservation department of the 
National Gallery, visit to Thetis Authentics which produces 
copes of ancient pottery, visit to the Greek NGO 
MONUMENTA etc. 

      
 
Other Policies: 

 
Expectations 
Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for 
classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and 
appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the 
course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding principle for 
professional behavior and extends to all communications, including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions are 
expected from every student in every class session. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or through 
Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is 
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use of 
resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students 
caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the falsification 
or creation of data, research or resources to support academic submissions, and cause 
for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the 
program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements 
can be made.  

Prerequisites: None. 
  

 


