
 
 

Instructor (s): Carmen Mora 
Email: morac@arcadia.edu 
Course Title: Spanish Intermediate A  
Course Code: BARC SPAN 201 
Subject: Modern Language 
Credits: 3 
Semester/Term: ☒ Spring                                    

☒ Fall                                                

☐ Summer                                       
  
Course 
Description: 

SP201 is a 3 credit, intermediate course in Spanish language which covers 
material traditionally taught over one semester of intermediate Spanish. 
After a general review aimed at reinforcing language skills and filling in 
possible gaps, the course will focus on the new program. The new grammar 
contents will be introduced within specific contexts, either dialogues or short 
readings that will highlight cultural aspects. Grammar explanations, drill 
exercises and performing activities, all conducted in Spanish, will follow. 
Students are often expected to work in groups or in pairs with teacher 
support; interaction and participation in class are encouraged in various 
ways: through role-plays, simulations, presentations, games, etc. All abilities, 
receptive and productive, will be involved and therefore developed carrying 
out a task: all kinds of tasks will be chosen on the basis of learners' needs 
outside the classroom and will be related to real-life. Tasks of any kind 
require the activation of a range of appropriate general competences. In this 
perspective the syllabus is designed to develop not only linguistic but 
sociolinguistic and pragmatic competences to use the language not only 
appropriately but in relation to specific situations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course 
Requirements: 

Required Text 
No text required 
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Assignments 

Course Requirements Percentages 

1. Mid-term Test 20 % 

2. Final Test 30 %   

3. Oral activities in 
class/Participation /Language 
exchange fieldtrip    

10 %  

4. Readings/Homework 10% 

5. Compositions 10% 

6. Final project 15% 

7. Participation/Progress/ 
Attendance 5 % 

Total  100% 
Students are required to do all exercises assigned by the teacher. Depending 
on need, additional exercises will be scheduled. Every week new Readings 
and exercises from the textbook will be introduced in class, besides extra 
material prepared by the instructor (newspaper articles, articles from 
internet, advertising, etc.). 
 
Guided tours to museums, libraries, theatres and/or other cultural events 
will be scheduled during the Semester. These events are mandatory. The 
final project consists on a Spanish topic (gastronomy, festivities, society, 
politics, etc.) that the students will have to work on during the semester and 
show it during the Academic Closure of the program in a Power Point 
Presentation. 
 
Assignments and class materials will not be accepted after the deadline 
established by the professor. Your professor will typically welcome early 
submission, so if you´re planning on travelling before a submission deadline, 
make sure you submit the work before travelling. Delays and other incidents 
(lost baggage) that may prevent you from submitting the work do not 
constitute a valid excuse for not submitting your assignment. 
 
Tests can include multiple-choice, gap-filling, category substitution exercises, 
writing compositions, reading, listening comprehension, and speaking. 
Please note: Times and dates for exams cannot be changed. 
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Learning 
Outcomes and/or 
Expected Student 
Competencies: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
1. Communicate in Spanish in everyday situations such as: 

- greetings; asking questions; describing people, places and 
things; talking about daily schedule; shopping, talking in detail 
about daily routines (home, work, school); expressing likes and 
preferences; describing weather and seasons; ordering food; 
giving and following instructions; recognizing and describing 
holidays and celebrations; talking about household chores, 
sports, spare time activities, vacations; giving a sequence of 
events in the past 

2. Produce and interpret oral and written Spanish at 
approximately a Intermediate Low level 

3. Describe and illustrate aspects of the culture of Spanish 
speaking countries covered in the course. Compare and 
contrast the similarities and differences among them. 

4. Evaluate his/her own values, behaviors and worldviews on the 
socio-cultural topics presented in the course. Compare and 
contrast values, behaviors and worldviews with those of 
Spanish-speakers 

 
Course Outline: Session Topic 

Session 1 & 2 Unidad 1 
Contenidos funcionales: 
- Hablar de hábitos en el presente 

-Relatar experiencias del pasado, cercanas al presente 

- Hablar del inicio y de la duración de una acción 
- Localizar una acción en el tiempo 
Contenidos gramaticales: 
- Algunas perífrasis: empezar a + infinitivo / acabar de 

+infinitivo / terminar de + infinitivo/ volver a + infinitivo / 

dejar de + infinitivo / llevar + gerundio / seguir + gerundio 

-Desde / desde que / desde hace 

Session 3 Unidad 2 
Contenidos funcionales: 
-Hablar de hábitos, costumbres y circunstancias en el 
pasado 
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- Situar acciones en el pasado y en el presente 
- Argumentar y debatir 
Contenidos gramaticales: 
- Pretérito Imperfecto 
- Ya no / todavía 
-Marcadores temporales para el pasado 

-Marcadores temporales para el presente 

Session 4 & 5 Unidad 5 
Contenidos funcionales: 
- Relatar en pasado 
- Secuenciar acciones 
- Expresar emociones 

Contenidos gramaticales: 
- Forma y algunos usos del Pretérito Perfecto Simple 
- Contraste entre el Pretérito Perfecto y el Pretérito 
Imperfecto 
- Formas del pasado de estar+Gerundio 
- Algunos marcadores temporales 

Session 6 Revisión 
Mid-term test 

Session 7 & 8 Unidad 3 
Contenidos funcionales: 
- Expresar prohibición 
-Expresar obligatoriedad 
-Expresar impersonalidad 
-Hablar de hábitos 
Contenidos gramaticales: 
- Es normal/habitual/raro + inf., soler+ inf. 
- Todo el mundo/la mayoría (de…)/muchos, algunos… 
-Es obligatorio/ está prohibido/ está permitido + 
infinitivo 
-Se prohíbe/n / se permite/n + sustantivo 

Session 9 & 10 Unidad 4 
Contenidos funcionales: 
-Recomendar y aconsejar 

-Dar instrucciones 
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-Describir un anuncio 

Contenidos gramaticales: 
-Forma y algunos usos del Imperativo afirmativo y 

negativo  

-Los pronombres de OD y OI 

Session 11 Unidad 7 
Contenidos funcionales: 
- Expresar condiciones y suposiciones 
- Recursos para formular hipótesis 
Contenidos gramaticales: 
- Formas y algunos usos del Futuro Imperfecto 
- Si + presente, Futuro / Depende (de) + sustantivo / Si + 
Presente de indicativo 
-Marcadores temporales de Futuro 
- Seguramente/probablemente/posiblemente/seguro 
que/supongo que + Futuro 

Session 12 Revisión 
Final test 

 
Other Policies: Expectations 

Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation 
for classes, on-time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions 
and appropriate participation in the form of attentiveness and contributions 
to the course.  Respect for the academic process is the major guiding 
principle for professional behavior and extends to all communications, 
including e-mail.  
 
Class Rules 
- Using electronic devices such as mobiles, Blackberries and laptops is not 
allowed in class. 
- Chewing gum or eating are not allowed in class. You may, however, drink 
water or coffee in a spill-proof container. 
 
Attendance/Participation 
Attendance is mandatory and the final grade will reflect absences. With 
more than 3 unexcused absences the course grade will be lowered. If a 
student misses a class, he/she is responsible for obtaining the assignment, 
the material and any class notes. Additional absences will require medical 
justification or any other absence will bring your final grade down a half 
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grade per absence. Ex: 4 absences, A- becomes B+; 5 absences, B- becomes 
C, etc. 
 
It is considered that a student who misses 3 class sessions has missed a 
significant part of the class materials. If the student misses more than 6 
sessions, he /she loses the right to take the final exam and will receive an F 
as a total grade of the course. Punctuality is expected of all students. Coming 
late to class for more than 10 minutes three times will be counted as an 
unjustified absence. 
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail 
account. Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or 
through Intranet postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic 
submissions is plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual 
or attempted use of resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic 
submissions. Students caught cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. 
Fabrication is the falsification or creation of data, research or resources to 
support academic submissions, and cause for disciplinary action. 
 
Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling 
into the program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate 
arrangements can be made.  

Prerequisites: SP102, Beginner Spanish B 
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