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Course Title: Rags to Riches: The Transformation of Barcelona  
Course Code: BARC BACL 250S 
Subject: Social Sciences / Urban Studies/ Cultural Studies/ Human Geography 
Credits: 3 
Semester/Term: ☐ Semester                                 

☐ J-Term                                              
☒ Summer                                      

  
Course 
Description: 

The course is designed to provide students with an immersive account of the 
transformation of Barcelona since 1992. Particular emphasis is placed upon on-site 
experiential learning where the city serves as the true protagonist, inviting students to 
encounter and analyze sites and features that may be overlooked in a more traditional 
classroom-based setting. 
 
Barcelona has become one of the more attractive cities in Europe. Along with its great 
success in international visibility and its allure for tourists come challenges of various 
kinds. The course takes a close look at the different aspects of a globalized city -- from its 
strengths (financial stability, flourishing tourism) to its less-known struggles like economic 
disparity -- that are applicable to other globalized cities, both in Europe and the United 
States. 

Course 
Requirements: 

Readings/Audiovisuals 
Articles and PowerPoint lecture slides are provided by the instructor. No cost to students. 
Copies are available through Arcadia University's digital library. 
 
Historical Setting 
Busquets, Joan, Barcelona. The Urban Evolution of a Compact City, Rovereto: Nicolodi, 
2005, 99-135 & 154-176. ISBN: 9788884472045; Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
MHCAT online exhibition information  http://www.en.mhcat.cat/ 
 
Branding of a City 
Balibrea, Mari Paz ‘Urbanism, culture and  the  post-industrial  city:  challenging  the 
Barcelona model’, Journal of Spanish Cultural Studies, Vol. 2, No. 2, 2001, 188-205. ISSN: 
1463-6204; Cost: To Be Determined.  
 
Belloso, Juan Carlos, ‘Brand building, city building’, Barcelona Metrópolis. Capital en 
transformació, 90, fall 2013, 58-59. ISSN:  0214-6223; Cost: To Be Determined. 
http://w2.bcn.cat/bcnmetropolis/en/?p=3394&preview=true   
 

http://www.en.mhcat.cat/
http://www.en.mhcat.cat/
http://w2.bcn.cat/bcnmetropolis/en/?p=3394&preview=true
http://w2.bcn.cat/bcnmetropolis/en/?p=3394&preview=true
http://w2.bcn.cat/bcnmetropolis/en/?p=3394&preview=true
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Garcia-Ramon M-D, Albert A. ‘Pre-Olympic and post-Olympic Barcelona, a 'model' for 
urban regeneration today?’, Environment and Planning, A 32(8), 2000, 1331-1334. ISSN: 
1472-3409; Cost: To Be Determined.   http://www.envplan.com/epa/editorials/a3331.pdf  
 
Muxí Martínez, Zaida, ‘Barcelona’s Vila Olímpica, or the Ribera Plan revisited’. In Josep 
María Montaner, Fernando Álvarez, Zaida Muxí (eds), Critical Files. The Barcelona Model 
1973-2004, Barcelona: Ajuntament de Barcelona, s.d., 76-97. ISBN: 978-8498504064; 
Cost: To Be Determined. 
 
Resina, Joan Ramon, ‘Shedding the Brand’, Barcelona Metrópolis. Capital en 
transformació, 90, fall 2013, 51-52. ISSN: 0214-6223; Cost: To Be Determined  
http://w2.bcn.cat/bcnmetropolis/en/dossier/desmarcar-se-de-la-marca/ 
 
Urban Planning 
Balibrea, Mari Paz. «Strategies of remembrance: branding the new Barcelona», AA. VV., 
Architectural Artifacts. Memory, meaning and place in the evolving city, London: 
University of London, 2007, 243- 252    
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download;jsessionid=7D1668AD4FC0E785C9170F57
C4EB0A3E?doi=10.1.1.127.6656&rep=rep1&type=pdf  
 
Justine, ‘Glòries, Recreating an Epicentre’, Latitude 41, 4 September 2014 
http://latitudefortyone.com/glories-recreating-an-epicenter/  
 
Tourism and Barcelona 
Ajuntament de Barcelona, ‘Tourism and hospitality. Sector Report 2013’ 
http://w27.bcn.cat/porta22/images/en/Barcelona_treball_Informe_sectorial_Tourism_an
d_hospitality_gen2013_en_tcm43-32845.pdf  
 
Baquero, Camilo S., ‘Barceloneta rebels against rowdy tourists’, El País,  21 August 2014  
http://elpais.com/elpais/2014/08/21/inenglish/1408633977_166018.html 
 
Donaire, José A., ‘Future scenarios of tourism in Barcelona’, Barcelona Metrópolis. Capital 
en transformació, 95, March 2015, 58-59. ISSN:0214-6223; Cost: To Be Determined.  
http://w2.bcn.cat/bcnmetropolis/en/dossier/escenaris-futurs-del-turisme-barceloni/  
 
Duran, P.  ‘Impact of the Olympic Games on Tourism’. In M. de Moragas and M. Botella 
(eds) L´herència dels jocs olímpics 1992-2002. Barcelona: Centre d’Estudis Olímpics UAB, 
Planeta, Ajuntament de Barcelona, 2002  

http://www.envplan.com/epa/editorials/a3331.pdf
http://w2.bcn.cat/bcnmetropolis/en/dossier/desmarcar-se-de-la-marca/
http://w2.bcn.cat/bcnmetropolis/en/dossier/desmarcar-se-de-la-marca/
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download;jsessionid=7D1668AD4FC0E785C9170F57C4EB0A3E?doi=10.1.1.127.6656&rep=rep1&type=pdf
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download;jsessionid=7D1668AD4FC0E785C9170F57C4EB0A3E?doi=10.1.1.127.6656&rep=rep1&type=pdf
http://latitudefortyone.com/glories-recreating-an-epicenter/
http://w27.bcn.cat/porta22/images/en/Barcelona_treball_Informe_sectorial_Tourism_and_hospitality_gen2013_en_tcm43-32845.pdf
http://w27.bcn.cat/porta22/images/en/Barcelona_treball_Informe_sectorial_Tourism_and_hospitality_gen2013_en_tcm43-32845.pdf
http://elpais.com/elpais/2014/08/21/inenglish/1408633977_166018.html
http://elpais.com/elpais/2014/08/21/inenglish/1408633977_166018.html
http://w2.bcn.cat/bcnmetropolis/en/dossier/escenaris-futurs-del-turisme-barceloni/
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Tremlett, Giles, ‘Billionaire superyachts cast a shadow over Barcelona's traditional 
barrios’, The Observer, 21 April 2012. ISSN: 0028-7712; Cost: To Be Determined. 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/apr/21/billionaire-superyachts-barcelona-
barrios  
 
Economy 
Ajuntament de Barcelona, Barcelona Inspira, Prominent Sectors 
http://meet.barcelona.cat/en/doing-business/prominent-sectors  
 
Fira Barcelona website  http://www.firabarcelona.com/en/who-we-are  
 
Parkinson, Michael, ‘Barcelona’, ESPON programme, 2013   
https://www.liv.ac.uk/media/livacuk/publicpolicypractice/euconference/Barcelona,Case,
Study.pdf  
 
Nationalism(s) 
Guibernau, Montserrat, Catalan Nationalism, Francoism, Transition and Democracy, 
London: Routledge, 2004, 15-33 & 50-66. ISBN: 978-0415646406; Cost: To Be Determined.  
 
Babel-lona? The linguistic landscape of Barcelona 
Sáez, D and M. Castillo, ‘The Human and Linguistic Landscape of Madrid’. In C. Hélot, M. 
Barni, R. Janssens & C. Bagna (eds), Linguistic Landscapes, Multilingualism and Social 
Change: Diversité des approches, Bern: Peter Lang, 2012, 309-328. ISBN: 9780-
230210608; Cost: To Be Determined 
 
Immigration and inequality 
Barcelona Field Studies Centre, ‘El Raval’ 
http://geographyfieldwork.com/ElRaval.htm  
 
Pradel, Marc, ‘Crisis and (re-)informalisation processes: the case of Barcelona’, September 
2014 
http://blogs.sciences-po.fr/recherche-villes/files/2014/09/Marc-Pradel_Informality-in-
Barcelona.pdf 
 
Rius Ulldemolins, Joaquim, ‘Culture and authenticity in urban regeneration processes: 
Place branding in central Barcelona’, Urban Studies, Vol XX(X), 2014, 1–20.ISSN: 1360-
063X ; Cost: To Be Determined 
http://cercles.vtlseurope.com:8098/arxius/pdf/E140006.pdf  
 

http://h
http://h
http://meet.barcelona.cat/en/doing-business/prominent-sectors
http://www.firabarcelona.com/en/who-we-are
https://www.liv.ac.uk/media/livacuk/publicpolicypractice/euconference/Barcelona,Case,Study.pdf
https://www.liv.ac.uk/media/livacuk/publicpolicypractice/euconference/Barcelona,Case,Study.pdf
http://geographyfieldwork.com/ElRaval.htm
http://blogs.sciences-po.fr/recherche-villes/files/2014/09/Marc-Pradel_Informality-in-Barcelona.pdf
http://blogs.sciences-po.fr/recherche-villes/files/2014/09/Marc-Pradel_Informality-in-Barcelona.pdf
http://cercles.vtlseurope.com:8098/arxius/pdf/E140006.pdf
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Walker, Alex and Bernardo Porraz, ‘The case of Barcelona, Spain’. In Understanding Slums: 
Case studies for the Global Reports on Human Settlements 2003 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/dpu-projects/Global_Report/pdfs/Barcelona.pdf 
 
Tech and the City 
Clos, Oriol, ‘The transformation of Poblenou: the new 22@ District’. In Marshall, Tim (ed.), 
Transforming Barcelona: The Renewal of a European Metropolis, London, New York: 
Routledge, 2004, 191-201. ISBN: 9781134442515; Cost: To Be Determined.  
 
22@ Plan, a programme of urban, economic and social transformation 
22@ Barcelona Urban Planning Management, July 2012 
http://www.22barcelona.com/documentacio/Dossier22@/Dossier22@English_p.pdf  
 

What’s Ahead 
Crameri, Katherine, Goodbye, Spain? The Questions in Independence for Catalonia, 
Eastbourne: Sussex Academic Press, 2014, chpts 1 & 2. ISBN: 978-1845197070; Cost: To 
Be Determined. 
 
Audiovisuals 
Chibás Fernández, Eduardo (dir.), Bye bye Barcelona, 2014. 
http://www.byebyebarcelona.com/#!eldocumental/mainPage  
 
Assignments 
 

Course Requirements Percentages 
1.  Participation & Class Discussion 10% 
2. Group Presentations  30% 
3. Reflection Papers / Tests and   
    Questionnaires 30% 

4. Final Presentations 30% 
Total  100% 

 
Participation & Class Discussion 
Participation & class discussion is crucial in this course. Students need to come prepared 
to class, having done the readings and participating in the excursions in a professional, 
courteous and respectful manner.  
 
Questionnaires 
Students will need to complete some questionnaires that will review the content learned 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/dpu-projects/Global_Report/pdfs/Barcelona.pdf
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/dpu-projects/Global_Report/pdfs/Barcelona.pdf
http://www.22barcelona.com/documentacio/Dossier22@/Dossier22@English_p.pdf
http://www.byebyebarcelona.com/#!eldocumental/mainPage
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and the most important ideas covered in sessions, site visits and excursions as a way to 
focus their attention more precisely on the key points of such activities. In addition, 
questionnaires serve as a way to ensure background information has been appropriately 
understood and assimilated.   

Reflection Papers on Lectures and Site Visits/Excursions 
Some lectures are mostly informative to provide background knowledge to the student 
while others are designed to provoke thought and discussion. Site visits and excursions 
are very important in this course as Barcelona is its true protagonist. Students are 
expected to engage actively, to attend with open eyes and curiosity.  Punctuality is crucial 
and tardiness will be considered as absences. Students are to write a short reflection 
paper (2-3 pages) of high quality, expressing their viewpoints on the topics in question 
during the session. 
 
Final Presentations 
In small groups, students are to give a 15 minute presentation that encapsulates their 
whole academic experience in the city. The main purpose of this exercise is to 
demonstrate which preexisting ideas about Barcelona have been debunked, restructured 
or confirmed. Presentations can take any form the student deems fit (powerpoint, 
lecture, audiovisuals, etc.). 

Learning 
Outcomes and/or 
Expected Student 
Competencies and 
Assessment 
Measures: 

On completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 Course Requirement that will be used to 
assess the student’s achievement of this 
outcome 

Identify key elements of Barcelona’s 
identity and analyze their transformation 
since 1992 

Reflection papers on excursions and 
Participation & Class Discussion 

Analyze the multifaceted nature of a 
globalized city 
 

Reflection Papers on Excursions  & Short 
Paper on Tourism 

Compare the strengths and weaknesses 
inherent with economic success and 
worldwide visibility 
 

Participation & Class Discussion and 
Presentations 
 

Articulate the unique features of  the 
social, cultural and political identities of 
Barcelona and Catalonia 
 

Reflection Papers on Lectures  
 
Reflection Papers on Excursions 

Reflect holistically on Barcelona, a Reflection Papers on Lectures 
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successful city in portraying a certain 
image to the rest of the world. 

Reflection Papers on Excursions 
 

 

Course Outline:  
SESSION TOPIC ACTIVITY/ASSIGNMENTS 

1 Catalan Festivities and Traditions: their role 
in Catalan society and identity 
 
 Excursion to Els Castellers de Barcelona 
(human towers headquarters) 

Lecture and discussion 
 
 

2 Catalan Festivities and Traditions: 
Presentations 
 
Equivalent traditions in USA 

Power Point Presentations 
 
Test to be completed 
 

3 History of Barcelona: from Roman 
foundations to the Medieval times 
 
Site visit to the Gothic Quarter 

Lecture / Reading. 
 
 
Test to be completed 
 

4 History of Barcelona: from Medieval times 
to 18C 
 
Site visit to la Ciutadella  

Lecture / Reading. 
 
 
Test to be completed 
 

5 Modernism and XX Century in Barcelona 
 
Site visit to L’Eixample 

Lecture / Reading. 
 
 
Questionnaire to be 
completed 

6 The Spanish Civil War and Post War  in 
Barcelona 
 
Site visit to a Civil War Bomb Shelter 
 

Lecture / Reading. 
 
 
Questionnaire to be 
completed 
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7 From Transition to Democracy.  
 
Excursion to Museu d’historia de Catalunya  
to deepen understanding of the modern 
history of Barcelona / Catalonia. 
 

Lecture / Reading. 
 
Test to be completed 

8 - Branding of BCN: the transformations 
brought on by the Olympics. Infrastructure, 
self-image, global branding. Resistance to 
change and long term effects.  
 
Site Visit to the Port Olímpic area of 
Barcelona 
 
- From the Olympics and the Forum of 
World Cultures to Glòries: from mega 
projects to neighborhood renovation. 
Preservation of heritage versus renewal. 
 
SIte visit to the area of Glòries  
 

Lecture / reading. 
 
Group Reading 
presentations 
 

9 Impact of Tourism 
The pros and cons of the ‘tourist model’: 
success, sustainability, equality and 
resistance. 
 
Site visit to Barceloneta 

Watch film ‘Bye Bye 
Barcelona’ and discussion. 
 
Lecture / reading. 
Group reading 
presentation 

10 The changing economy of Barcelona: 
industry, conference trade, services, 
technology and tourism. 
BCN city of innovation : the drive to become 
a knowledge-based tech hub 
 
Site visit to  22@ area of Poblenou. 
 

Guest speaker 
 
 
 
 
Test to be completed 

11 Tutorials for the final Presentations  
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12 BCN city of immigration: from 19th-century 
industrial magnet to extranational 
immigration. Shanty towns and the new 
post 2008 economic crises. 
 
Site visit to the Raval and local Immigration 
center 

Lecture / reading. 
 
Group reading 
presentation 

13 Catalonia and identity: the shifting image of 
Catalan Nationalism within Barcelona / 
Catalonia / Spain and beyond. 
The political future of Catalonia 
 

Guest Speaker 

14 Final Presentations  
 

Other Policies: Expectations 
Professional behavior is expected of all students. This includes preparation for classes, on-
time attendance at classes, attendance at all group sessions and appropriate participation 
in the form of attentiveness and contributions to the course. Strict punctuality is expected 
in the excursions: tardiness will be considered an absence. Respect for the academic 
process is the major guiding principle for professional behavior and extends to all 
communications, including e-mail.  
 
Attendance/Participation 
Prompt attendance, full preparation, and active participation in class discussions are 
expected from every student in every class session.  
 
Course Policies 
For e-mail communications, students must use their Arcadia University e-mail account. 
Students are responsible for any information provided by e-mail or through Intranet 
postings. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own in academic submissions is 
plagiarism, and is cause for disciplinary action. Cheating is actual or attempted use of 
resources not authorized by the instructor(s) for academic submissions. Students caught 
cheating in this course will receive a failing grade. Fabrication is the falsification or 
creation of data, research or resources to support academic submissions, and cause for 
disciplinary action. 
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Late or Missed Assignments  
Will not be accepted for grading. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should disclose this information while enrolling into the 
program, and before leaving the United States so that appropriate arrangements can be 
made.  

Prerequisites: None. 
Country and 
Program 
Connection: 

The course is completely connected to its surroundings. The city is and its transformation 
are the true protagonists of the course, which aim at helping students understand 
Barcelona, the dramatic transformation it has undergone since 1992 and the current 
challenges it faces (mass tourism, financial and identity crises, inequality). Particular 
emphasis is placed on the fact that many tourists and short-term visitors are only exposed 
to a few facets of the city. The analysis of the city is applicable to the life and identity of 
many major European, globalized cities in terms of economic equality, identity, branding 
and quality of life. 

  
 


	Tremlett, Giles, ‘Billionaire superyachts cast a shadow over Barcelona's traditional barrios’, The Observer, 21 April 2012. ISSN: 0028-7712; Cost: To Be Determined.
	http://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/apr/21/billionaire-superyachts-barcelona-barrios 

