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Objectives: 
This course is an introduction to photography.  It is set to make experience – and so learn – the basic and 
essential principles of photography. It utilizes the theme of reflecting upon a new experience, to introduce 
the idea of photo projects: that is to say, the creation of sequences of photos, documenting a place, telling 
stories and exploring atmosphere. The course is designed to allow students to experiment with a more 
conscious method for understanding the visual language of photography. 
  
Course Description: 
Through the construction and the use of the pinhole cameras we will approach the technical basis of 
photography. Through direct experience we will try to "root" the notions that are basic to digital 
photography. We will gain an understanding as to which are the variables that determine the rendering and 
the specificity of the photographic images. After this starting point the course will be divided into two 
separate yet parallel  routes: on one hand we will continue to photograph with the pinhole cameras, on the 
other hand each student will begin an individual project about the city with his digital camera. We will 
review many photographers' images dealing with street photography, architectural photography and 
reportage. Every student will have to write a project proposal clearly defining the subject and the strategies 
of the work that he will research in the successive weeks. The student will work autonomously and he will 
face group and individual review in class. He is expected to comment on his and others’ work. At the same 
time, the student will be confronting the basics of digital photography: specifically, how to set the camera 
with regard to numbers, format, and color management. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 Comprehension of basic functioning of the camera.  
 How to control the variables to obtain the desired image.  
 Acquiring of basic notions for elaborating and printing a file. 
 Acquiring a modus operandi for dealing with a photography project. 
 Acquiring the ability to edit one's own photos. 
 Acquiring the ability for interpretation and planning of a photographic image. 

 
 
Assessment Criteria: 
 Presence. 
 Participation during class. 
 Independent homework.   
 What the student gained from the course, and how he/she improved.  
 Effective evaluation of material produced and technical ability. 
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Important notice:  
 
The school offers a printing service, to be paid by the student. Files can be left at the secretary’s office in 
Lungarno le Grazie by Thursday at 9 a.m. and finished prints can be picked up on Friday at lunch time. The 
printing will be done by the finest laboratories available in the florentine area. 
 
 
Weekly Programme: 

 
 
Week One 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week Two 
 
 
 

 
 
Course outline and presentation. 
Indispensable instructions for course (how to 
archive, tiff format, contact sheets, where to print). 
 
Equipment check-up.  
Field trip whit Simone Donati. 
How to set and use the camera. 
 
How a pinhole camera works.  
The class as a big camera obscura. 
Construction of the pinhole camera.  
Realizing a correct negative and positive. 

  
Week Three Masters of photography PowerPoint. 

Individual review of the independent studies 
results: archive, contact sheets, editing. Proposal. 
  

Week Four 
 
 
 

Shooting and printing with pinhole cameras . 
 
Work in progress group review. 
Lesson in digital photography.Test. 
 

Week Five Group review 
 

 Shooting and and printing with pinhole cameras. 
 

Week Six Individual review or printing with pinhole 
cameras. 

 Final Review 
  
 


