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Italian Design (The Design Project) 
 
6 credits 
 
The Intensive course in Italian Design is divided into two 3-credit modules: the design project, 
and History of Italian design.  
 

 
Title of Final Project: Product Design specific for a Company 
 
Project Theme: The student will simulate a professional contact with a chosen company and design 
one or more products to add to its catalogue. 
  
Project Objectives: The course is based on theoretical lessons and exercises of composition and 
design. Different design themes will allow analysing of various problems relative to an industrial 
design project. Especially, the course wants to underline the relationship between the designer’s 
work and the production process. Every company has its own identity, based on the use of a specific 
material technology, its market zone, the customer target, its history and market philosophy, etc.. 
The student will develop his/her design within this specific context without losing his/her personal 
style.  
 
Description of the project:  During a first phase, the student is invited to gather information in 
books, magazines, catalogues, the internet, etc. Afterwards, a group discussion is opened in the 
classroom with the objective of stimulating reflections on the subject and to deepen and focus the 
fundamental aspects of the project. The designing phase is the next step of the course in which the 
student’s ability and his expressive desires are developed, from the concept to the final design.  
 
Project Methodology: the student must prepare a written analysis about the company, with images 
and everything needed for a good comprehension. 2-dimensional technical drawings in an 
appropriate scale and, when possible, a model will be presented. The student will keep a notebook 
for sketches, reflections, etc. 
 
Presentation of Final Project: notebook for sketches, technical drawings in an appropriate scale, 3-
dimensional model and renderings. 
 
Project Evaluation:  

- Quality of the final drawings 
- Awareness of his/her design choices 
- Observation skills 
- Ability in analysis and research 
- Quality of the notebook 
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Project Evaluation: the final project contributes 50% of the final score, class participation, course 
work 50%. 
 
Bibliography: 
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Cost: To Be Determined. 

- G. Dorfles, “Introduzione al disegno industriale”, Einaudi, Torino, 1975. ISBN: 
8806160613; Cost: To Be Determined. 

- C. Grinyer, “Smart design: products that change our lives”, Hove, Sussex, 2001 ISBN: 
2880465249; Cost: To Be Determined. 

- D. Normans, “Emotional Design: Why we love (or hate) everyday things”, Basic Books, 
New York, 2004 (It. Translation “Emotional design: Perché amiamo (o odiamo) gli oggetti 
di tutti i giorni”, Apogeo). ISBN: 0465051367; Cost: To Be Determined. 

 
Project time: 6 weeks. 
 
Hand in Date: One week before the final exam. 
 
Time schedule 
 
 
INTENSIVE Design 
 
 
1° Week  (3 hours) Introduction to the course. 
 
1° Week  (3 hours) Some products’ analysis. 
 
2° Week  (3 hours) Analysis of a company and production process. 
 
2° Week  (3 hours) Introduction of a company to simulate a professional 

situation. 
 
3° Week  (3 hours)  The student submits and shows the result of the 

research about the company. 
 
3° Week  (3 hours) Design concepts. Individual evaluations. 
 
4° Week  (3 hours)  Mid-term recapitulation and collective discussion. 
 
4° Week  (3 hours)  Design (material and technical solutions analysis).  
 
5° Week  (3 hours) Executive design and drawing setting. 
 
5° Week  (3 hours) Discussion on every single project. 
 
6° Week  (3 hours) Final considerations. 
 
6° Week  (3 hours)  Individual evaluations. 
 


