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Life and Works of Michelangelo 
 
3 credits 
 
Course Description 

 
This course will explore the art and architecture of Italy, which was produced by Michelangelo and his 
contemporaries during the late 15th and 16th Centuries.  Michelangelo’s singular genius dominated his era, 
and established the artistic trends of his day.  Yet many of Michelangelo’s artistic contemporaries would 
distinguish themselves as some of the greatest artists in history, combining many of Michelangelo’s 
innovations with their own artistic visions.  Many of these contemporaries worked in the High Renaissance 
style, while others explored the more eclectic Mannerist style.  Through an analysis of both Michelangelo’s 
work and those of his contemporaries, we will come to an understanding of the development of artistic 
styles, the changing role of the artist and architect, and the significance of one of the greatest periods in art 
history.  We will study the paintings, sculpture and architecture of this period from a variety of perspectives.  
We will examine the aesthetic and stylistic qualities as well as explore issues of social, political, economic 
and historical contexts. 
 

Requirements 

Attendance 
Attendance is required! More than one unexcused absence will result in the lowering of your final grade. 
 
Our meeting place for each week is listed on the course schedule.  Please note these locations.  Since we will 
often be moving immediately from our meeting place or will be entering museums for which entrance tickets 
will be purchased, you are asked to be on-time to class.  If you arrive late, or miss class, you are responsible 
for getting any handouts, notes, tickets, etc. on your own for the missed class. 
 
 
Readings 
The required text is H. Hibbard, Michelangelo, 2nd  Edition. ISBN: 0064301486; Cost: To Be Determined. 
This book is available for purchase at the Paperback Exchange on via delle Oche. Students are expected to 
complete their readings prior to each lecture for which the readings are assigned. 
 
 
Exams    
There will be two examinations to test your knowledge of course material: a mid-term (40%) and a final 
(60%).   
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Course Schedule 
 
 

 
    

- Week 1 - 
 
 

 Tues.– Introductory lecture / The Florentine Quattrocento 
 Classroom lecture 
 

 Thurs.– The Early Florentine Works 

Site visits: Casa Buonarotti 

Meeting Point: Stairs of Santa Croce 
Readings: Hibbard, “Early Years in Florence and Bologna”, pgs. 15- 35 

 
  
 

- Week 2 - 
 
 

 Tues.–  The “David” image in Florence 

Site visit: Bargello Museum 

 Meeting Point: Bargello Museum 
 

 Thurs.– Michelangelo’s David and his unfinished Slaves 

Site visit: Accademia Gallery 

 Meeting Point: Accademia Gallery 
 Readings: Hibbard, “The High Renaissance in Florence”, 51- 84 

 
  
 

- Week 3 - 
 

 
 Tues.– The Doni Tondo and the Uffizi Gallery 

Site visit: Uffizi Gallery 

 Meeting Point: Uffizi Gallery 
       Readings: Hibbard, “The First Roman Sojourn”, pgs. 36- 50 

 
 Thurs.– MID TERM EXAM 
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- Week 4 - 
 
 

 Tues.– The New Saint Peter’s and the Sistine Chapel Ceiling 
 Classroom lecture 

       Readings: Hibbard, “The Julius Tomb and Lesser Tragedies”, pgs. 85- 98, “The Sistine Ceiling”, 99-  
147 

 
 Thurs.– The Façade of San Lorenzo and the New Sacristy 

Site visit: New Sacristy 

 Meeting Point: Stairs of San Lorenzo 
Readings: Hibbard, “The Medici Tombs and the Victory”, pgs. 177- 208, “Michelangelo’s Medicean 
Architecture” pgs. 209- 219; “Years of Turmoil”, pgs. 220- 238 

 
 
 

-  Week 5 - 
 
 

 Tues.– The Works of Leonardo and Raphael 
Classroom lecture 

 
 Thurs.– The Last Judgement / Michelangelo’s Legacy 

 Classroom lecture 
 Readings: Hibbard, “The Last judgment, a Pious Lady, and Tyrannicide”, pgs. 239- 268 
 
 
 

- Week  6 - 
 

 REVIEW  
 

 FINAL EXAM  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


